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In the dark days of spring 
it was di�  cult to predict 
what would become of 
the places that make a 
visit to Britain so special 

– the stately homes and tearooms, 
the quaint hotels and the world-class 
museums. Happily, as I write, 
Britain is welcoming visitors once more.

If you’re planning a joyful return 
to our shores in 2021, this issue is 
packed with inspiration. Seeking scenic 
seclusion? Tresco (� e Emperor’s Isle, p68), 
a jewel-like island o�  the Cornwall coast, 
won’t disappoint. Timeless trails and 
rural charm? � e ancient Ridgeway  
o� ers both in abundance (Step back in 
time, p14). A medieval city to explore? 
Look no further than Lincoln (p77).  

Our favourite stately homes and 
castles have now reopened their doors 
after a tumultuous few months (Keep 
Calm and Carry On, p32), and hotels 
are awaiting their � rst guests. 

One place that we’re especially glad to 
see reopen is Claridge’s, the London hotel 
that’s a bastion of the time-honoured 
tradition of afternoon tea (Time for tea, 
p22). Cake and a cuppa? � ere’s surely 
no better way to ease out of lockdown. 

Enjoy the issue!
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A place of worship, welcome and hospitality at the heart 
of Durham’s UNESCO World Heritage Site, we’re proud 
of the steps we’re taking to keep our visitors, sta� and 
volunteers safe from COVID-19. 
Famous as the Shrine of St Cuthbert and the resting place of  the Venerable Bede, 
Durham Cathedral is renowned for its stunning Norman architecture.

We’re welcoming visitors and worshippers into the cathedral, but please be 
aware of the safety measures in place. Not all of the cathedral’s facilities may 
be open. We’re working to fully reopen, dependent on guidance about controlling 
the spread of COVID-19, as  soon as we can.

Get inspired for your future visit with online resources on our website and 
social media pages, including in-depth blogs and videos revealing the cathedral’s 
history and remarkable collections.

Find our latest updates at www.durhamcathedral.co.uk

Image: Graeme Peacock

#Pilgrimage2020

FD13003_Durham Cathedral_Kingfisher ad_July 2020.indd   1 23/07/2020   16:39
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Write to us with your thoughts on the magazine and memories of Britain

YOUR LETTERS
STAR LETTER PILGRIMAGE TO DURHAM

WRITE TO US!   By post: Letters, BRITAIN, The Chelsea Magazine Company, Jubilee House, 2 Jubilee Place, London, SW3 3TQ    
Via email: editor@britain-magazine.com   FOLLOW US!   Twitter: @BritainMagazine   Instagram: @britain_magazine 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/BritainMagazine   Pinterest: www.pinterest.com/britainmagazine

This month I was lucky enough to  
visit Durham. As it is the county of my 
ancestors I love going there. Inspired by 
your feature To be a Pilgrim [Vol 88 Issue 
4] I decided to be a pilgrim myself and visit 
the imposing Durham Cathedral. I had 
seen this majestic building at night, lit  
up and standing proudly over Durham  
city, but I had never been there before.

Walking along the footpath by the River 
Wear I enjoyed observing the intricate 

architecture of the towers as well as seeing 
salmon leaping out of the water. What 
sights to behold! I was lucky to be able  
to enter the cathedral as it had opened up 
that day following lockdown. Following a 
one-way route through the cathedral, I was 
inspired by a building dating from 1093. 

I thoroughly enjoyed the few hours  
I spent exploring the charms of Durham 
Cathedral and its surroundings.
Jacqueline Patrick, Hampshire, UK
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Our star letter wins a 
personalised writing 
set from Jeeves & Co. 
in this stylish retro cars 
design (£15).  
www.jeevesco.co.uk

A HASTINGS HOLIDAY
Your July issue [Vol 88 Issue 3] arrived 
today here in Texas, which happens to be 
our sixtieth wedding anniversary! The very 
�rst article on England’s southeast coast 
had me remembering a trip to Hastings as 
newlyweds, probably around 1962. 

We had bought a 1937 Standard and 
decided on a late holiday to the coast. Our 
night in Hastings had us staying with two 
elderly ladies who had actually closed their 
boarding house for the winter. They were 

charming and opened up a room to us  
on the condition we ran them to the vet the 
next morning with their sick dog, which we 
promptly agreed to! Sixty years later I still 
see that bedroom with four double beds, 
which one to choose! 

I love my subscription to BRITAIN 
having been born in Stanmore, Middlesex 
and treasure memories of my homeland  
and its beautiful gardens! Thank you. 
Sheila Gilbert, Kingwood, Texas, USA

PRECIOUS MEMORIES
Many memorable itineraries for my sojourns 
in England have come from the inviting pages 
of BRITAIN. I recently spent a joyful and 
sunny Easter at Winchester Cathedral 
followed by a day in charming Chawton.  
On another trip I spent a lovely day 
wandering around Bourton-on-the-Water  
and dining in the classy Old Swan after 
exploring the nearby Minster Lovell ruins. 

Last summer, I stayed at St Margaret’s 
Hotel in Oxford. Due to the pandemic,  
I don’t know when I will return, but in  
the meantime, I relish the vicarious travel  
which each issue of BRITAIN offers!
Sue Willis, New York, USA

WON OVER BY WINSTON
I was so glad to see the article Churchill at 
Home in the July issue [Vol 88 Issue 3]. I’m 
currently reading the William Manchester/
Paul Reid biography of Sir Winston and it 
was great to see some of the places I’ve been 
reading about. It was nice to see his ‘siren 
suit’, which I read about in the book. 

He had his warts, yes, but taking the 
whole of his career in, I doubt we’ll ever  
see his kind again.   
Ron Caldwell, by email
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Booking essential romanbaths.co.uk

Escape the everyday, 
discover the extraordinary.
2,000 years of history are waiting for you.



Windsor Castle’s Waterloo Chamber is showing a different 

face after reopening earlier this summer. Hidden beneath a 

series of portraits by Thomas Lawrence since the Second 

World War, a set of 16 colourful pantomime characters 

has now been revealed to the public. It was in the Waterloo 

Chamber that Her Majesty The Queen (then Princess 

Elizabeth) and her sister Princess Margaret took part in a series 

of pantomimes in wartime, raising money for the Royal 

Household Wool Fund, which supplied yarn to make 

comforters for soldiers fighting at the Front. Teenage evacuee 

Claude Whatham was asked to recreate fairytale icons on rolls 

of wallpaper. When the Lawrence paintings were removed 

from the room for safe-keeping for the duration of the war, 

the ‘pantomime pictures’ replaced them, transforming the 

bare walls into a cheery space. Today they once more bring 

light to what is a dark time for many. www.rct.uk

Pantomime pictures

C U L T U R E

Legendary landscapes, a fitting legacy 
and the heritage sector back on its feet

The
BULLETIN
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This summer saw the passing of the Forces’ 
Sweetheart, Dame Vera Lynn, aged a 
remarkable 103 years old. It was also 
announced that a National Trust campaign 
that she had supported, to save the �elds atop 
the White Cliffs of Dover for the nation, had 
achieved its aims. Virginia Portman, General 
Manager at the White Cliffs, said: “To see 
the �elds returning to their natural state, 
covered in poppies and ringing with the 
sound of skylarks, is really heartening.  
It’s a tribute to everyone who supported  
our campaign and helped us buy back  
this landscape for the nation.” 
www.nationaltrust.org.uk 

L E G A C Y

T O U R S

The Crewel Work Company was founded 
by embroidery specialist Phillipa Turnbull, 
who – among other royal commissions – 
created the Queen Mother’s bedspread at 
Glamis Castle. Phillipa and her daughter 
Laura’s retreats and tours are unique in  
the �eld, offering needlework enthusiasts 
immersive experiences and guidance by top 
international embroidery tutors. Autumn 
2021, for example, will see a group of up to 
24 students tour the hidden gems of British 
textile heritage over 17 days, with guests 
recreating historic needlework designs. 
www.crewelwork.com 

S H O P P I N G

The thirst for boutique gins has been growing 
for several years now, and this summer it was 
the Royal Collection Trust’s turn to create its 
own bottle. Their small-batch London dry 
gin is derived from botanicals inspired by the 
Buckingham Palace gardens, including lemon 
verbena, hawthorn berries, bay leaves and 
mulberry leaves; the latter particularly 
signi�cant as since James I’s reign the 
mulberry tree has retained royal associations. 
At £40 for a 70cl bottle, this is an affordable 
addition to the drinks cabinet. Serve with an 
ice-�lled tumbler with tonic, a slice of lemon 
and your feet up.
www.rct.uk 

A royal tipple

Farewell Dame Vera

Woven history

R E O P E N I N G

Alongside Hillsborough Castle in Northern 
Ireland and Hampton Court Palace and 
Kensington Palace in England’s capital, the 
Tower of London has lowered its drawbridge 
and welcomed visitors back after the 
lockdown. From the Crown Jewels to the 
White Tower, all of its highlights can now 
safely be enjoyed, though having been closed 
for the longest period since the Second World 
War, it may take the Tower’s ravens a while 
to grow accustomed to sharing their home 
again. Sadly Historic Royal Palaces’ other 
properties, Kew Palace and the Banqueting 
House, won’t open until March 2021. 
www.hrp.org.uk

To the Tower!

www.britain-magazine.com10   BRITAIN
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Set between the two buildings of the Old Royal Naval College 

in Greenwich, London, the Queen’s House was England's first 

classical building, built in the 17th-century by architect Inigo 

Jones for Anne of Denmark, as a gift from her husband, James I.

Four hundred years later, the splendid royal villa is due to 

reopen on 11 October following extensive renovations, which 

have seen an overhaul to the galleries housing its famous 

collection of art – including key works by Gainsborough and 

Hogarth – and original features, such as the Tulip Staircase.  

If that’s not reason enough to visit, it is likely to be the home 

of the historic Armada portrait of Queen Elizabeth I (pictured 

above), one of the most iconic images of any British monarch.

The painting has been the subject of intensive fundraising 

to save it for the nation since it was put up for sale. With the 

funding target due to be hit this summer, the Queen’s House 

will be the perfect place to view the portrait: Elizabeth I was 

born at Greenwich Palace in 1533 and Queen’s House is the last 

remaining part of the palace complex. www.rmg.co.uk

In the heart of Exmoor lies a swathe of wilderness that inspired 

RD Blackmore to write his 1869 romance, Lorna Doone. In an 

acquisition completed just prior to lockdown, a slice of this literary 

landscape is now proudly owned by the National Trust. Sadly, the 

Trust’s finances have suffered as a result of the pandemic, and this 

may well be the last addition to its portfolio for a while, but what 

a beautiful one it is. Lorna Doone Country remains almost exactly 

as Blackmore described it: “a deep green valley, carved from out 

the mountains in a perfect oval...wooded hills swept up to the 

sky-line...a little river glided out from underground with a soft 

dark babble, unawares of daylight; then growing brighter, lapsed 

away, and fell into the valley.” www.nationaltrust.org.uk

Lorna’s land

O U T D O O R S
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This tea loaf is a 
Bara brith without 

yeast – a more 
modern version of 

the Welsh cake

12   BRITAIN www.britain-magazine.com

R E A D I N G  C O R N E R

1520: The Field of 
the Cloth of Gold by 
Amy Licence (£20, 
Amberley Books). 
How the characters 
of King Henry VIII and 
King Francis I of France 
shaped European 
relations.

The Mayflower in 
Britain: How an Icon 
Was Made in London
by Graham Taylor 
(£20, Amberley 
Books). The Mayflower 
story told on its 400th 
anniversary, 
re-presented as part 
of British history.

A Passion for the Dales
by David Joy (£19.99, 
Great Northern 
Books). A native 
dalesman shares his 
passion for a unique 
landscape and its 
people.

Sovereign of the Isles: 
How the Crown Won 
the British Isles by 
Iain Milligan (£25, 
Unicorn). The ruthless 
story of the conquests 
and treaties behind 
the formation of the 
British nation.

To War with the 
Walkers by Annabel 
Venning (£10.99, 
Hodder & Stoughton). 
The touching tales 
of six siblings, all 
struggling for survival 
in the Second World 
War, told by one of 
their descendants. 

Take inspiration for your 
British adventures from 

these great reads

Tea loaf

R E C I P E

I n g r e d i e n t s : FOR A LOAF TIN (900G/2 LB)

175g (6 oz) currants

80g (2¾ oz) raisins

250ml (9 fl oz) hot strong English tea 

260g (9¼ oz) plain flour 

110g (3¾ oz) demerara sugar 

120g (4¼ oz) soft brown sugar

½ tsp mixed spice

50g (1¾ oz) candied citrus peel

15gg (½ oz) baking powder

1 egg

butter, for greasing

flour, for dusting

M e t h o d :
Put the currants and raisins in a large bowl. Pour in the hot tea and leave to soak 
overnight. Preheat your oven to 150°C (300°F) and line the loaf tin with baking 
paper. Add the � our, sugars, mixed spice, candied peel, baking powder and egg 
to the bowl of soaked currants and raisins and mix well. Spoon into the tin. 

Bake the loaf in the lower part of the oven for one and a half hours. Check 
the loaf after one hour and cover with foil if it threatens to get too dark in colour. 
Serve the loaf spread with good butter.

Meticulously researched and beautifully photographed by Regula Ysewijn, Oats in the 
North, Wheat from the South: The History of British Baking, Savoury and Sweet is a hands-
on history of British baking culture. Each timeless recipe is accompanied by heritage stories. 
This particular loaf will stay moist and tasty for days, perfect for impromptu visits from 
friends and family (Murdoch Books, £25; www.murdochbooks.co.uk).

HISTORY / NEWS / REVIEWS / INSPIRATION
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DALLAS | NEW YORK | BEVERLY HILLS | SAN FRANCISCO | CHICAGO | PALM BEACH
LONDON | PARIS | GENEVA | AMSTERDAM | HONG KONG

Always Accepting Quality Consignments in 40+ Categories
Immediate Cash Advances Available

1.25 Million+ Online Bidder-Members

WORLD & ANCIENT COINS
January 10 – 11, 2021 | New York | Live & Online

Now Accepting Consignments for Our Largest Auction Event of the Year
The New York International Numismatic Convention 

Highlights Already Consigned - Featuring the Penn Collection

Contact a Heritage expert today to consign to this elite event. 
Cristiano Bierrenbach | Executive Vice President | +1 214-409-1661 | CrisB@HA.com

Great Britain: Kings of Wessex. 
Alfred the Great (871-899) Penny ND 

(c. 880) 
MS62 NGC

Scotland: James VI (I of England) gold 
Ducat or 4 Pounds Piece 1580 

AU55 NGC

Great Britain: George III gold Proof 
Pattern 2 Guineas 1777 

PR63 Cameo NGC

Scotland: James VI (I of England) gold 
20 Pounds 1575

XF40 NGC

Great Britain: Edward VIII nickel-brass 
Pattern 3 Pence 1937 

MS61 NGC

Scotland: James VI (I of England) gold 
“Hat Piece” of 80 Shillings or 

4 Pounds 1593 
AU55 NGC

BP 20%; see HA.com. 58998

The First Gold Coin of England
Great Britain: Henry III (1216-1272) gold Penny of 20 Pence ND (c. 1257) 

MS63 NGC

The First Gold Coin of EnglandThe First Gold Coin of EnglandThe First Gold Coin of EnglandThe First Gold Coin of EnglandThe First Gold Coin of EnglandThe First Gold Coin of EnglandThe First Gold Coin of EnglandThe First Gold Coin of EnglandThe First Gold Coin of EnglandThe First Gold Coin of EnglandThe First Gold Coin of EnglandThe First Gold Coin of EnglandThe First Gold Coin of EnglandThe First Gold Coin of EnglandThe First Gold Coin of EnglandThe First Gold Coin of EnglandThe First Gold Coin of EnglandThe First Gold Coin of EnglandThe First Gold Coin of EnglandThe First Gold Coin of EnglandThe First Gold Coin of EnglandThe First Gold Coin of EnglandThe First Gold Coin of EnglandThe First Gold Coin of EnglandThe First Gold Coin of EnglandThe First Gold Coin of EnglandThe First Gold Coin of EnglandThe First Gold Coin of EnglandThe First Gold Coin of EnglandThe First Gold Coin of EnglandThe First Gold Coin of England
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Take a walk in the footsteps of prehistoric man through the 
history and landscapes of the Ridgeway, Britain’s oldest road

WORDS NEIL JONES

S TEP BACK
IN TIME
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A close-up view of the prehistoric 
Uffington White Horse carving, 

with Dragon Hill , The Manger 
and the Vale of White 

Horse beyond
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Left:  Silbury Hill, 
Europe's largest 

manmade mound
Below: Avebury 

Neolithic standing 
stone circle

It has been called ‘Britain’s oldest highway’ and 
an adventure along it certainly stretches the 
imagination as well as the legs. The Ridgeway 
(Anglo-Saxon hyrcgweg) once formed part of a 

prehistoric track that ran from the Dorset coast to the 
Norfolk coast, and through the centuries it was used 
by local tribes and travellers, Viking invaders, traders 
and herdsmen: the higher, drier (if windblown) chalk 
ridge being preferable to more wooded terrain below. 

Today’s Ridgeway National Trail, running 87 miles 
northeast from Overton Hill in Wiltshire to Ivinghoe 
Beacon in Buckinghamshire, takes you on a ramble 
through exhilarating landscapes and fascinating 
history: through open downland in the west to more 
intimate Chilterns woodland in the east; from an 
Iron Age fort and dragon hill to tales of Cromwell. 
You can walk the route in its entirety in six days,  
or cherry-pick shorter sections, diving off the M4  
and M40 motorways out of London for example.

Located a couple of miles from the of�cial start  
of the Ridgeway trail, prehistoric Avebury henge 
(surviving as a huge circular bank and ditch) and  
the stone circles within it are a must-see: part of the 
wider ritual landscape that is now Stonehenge and 
Avebury World Heritage Site. Why did Neolithic  
man build this monumental theatre? What was the 
signi�cance of neighbouring Silbury Hill, Europe’s 
largest manmade mound?

Curiosity suitably stirred and your mood re-tuned 
to ancient times, set off from Overton for a breezy 
swoop up Hackpen Hill and then onwards to the 
massive, defensive earthen banks and ditches of 
6th-century Barbury Castle: your �rst of numerous 
encounters with hill-forts created to make the most  
of the Ridgeway’s strategic advantages. Barbury 
continues to offer a fantastic lookout over the plain  
to this day. 

Wandering on northeast past further ancient relics 
you come to Neolithic Wayland’s Smithy amid the 
shady silence of beech trees. A grassy tump �anked 
by sarsen stones hauled here from the Marlborough 
Downs, the present chambered long barrow covers 
an even earlier tomb dating from 3590 BC – the 
remains of 11 males, two females and a child had 
been placed inside. One wonders who they were?  
If historical enigma is not suf�cient, legend adds the 
tale that Wayland, the Saxon god of metal working, 
once lived here, and if you leave your horse and a 
coin for him overnight, you will �nd your steed 
re-shod by the next morning.

Winding along a hedged track for another mile and 
then climbing steeply up a dazzling white chalk path 
you arrive at the Iron Age hill-fort of Uf�ngton 
Castle, 860ft above sea level: the highest point in 
Oxfordshire. After storming the grassy ditch and 
rampart you �nd yourself on a broad open plateau 
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with superb views over multi-coloured �elds 
scattering to blue horizons.  

Just to the northeast of the hill-fort is the chalk-cut 
Uf�ngton White Horse, leaping across the hill at the 
head of the valley and measuring some 365ft from 
pricked ear to �owing tail. It has been dated to the 
later Bronze Age or Iron Age and is the oldest of the 
white horses that gallop around southern England’s 
hillsides. Was it a fertility symbol or a territorial 
marker? No one knows and over the centuries the 
steed has shape-shifted from a conventional equine 
into the present, more stylised creature, probably as a 
result of various re-cuttings. Up close it looks like  
an abstract pattern but viewed from afar (as it was no 
doubt meant to be) it becomes a thoroughbred worthy 
of challenging any of today’s racehorses exercising on 
the gallops at nearby Lambourn.

Uf�ngton truly pulses with mystery. Below the 
castle and horse, Dragon Hill, a small, round, 
�at-topped hill, is claimed to be the site where St 
George slew the dragon, leaving a white chalk scar 
where the beast’s blood was spilled. To the left, a 
dramatic valley of grassy ripples is known as The 
Manger or the Giant’s Steps, although science 
explains them to be the result of retreating  
permafrost during the last Ice Age rather  
than relics of a supernatural ogre. 

Up on these airy heights you feel far away from 
modern life, but villages skip along at the foot of the 
Ridgeway and it’s worth dipping into a few to enjoy 
their scenes of thatched cottages, churches and pubs: 
try Ogbourne St George, Bishopstone, Idstone, 
Ashbury and Letcombe Bassett. There’s also the 
market town of Wantage to the north, celebrated  

�e U�ngton White Horse, 
leaping across the hill at the 
head of the valley, measures 
some 365ft from pricked ear 
to �owing tail

Clockwise, from far left: 
A pretty cottage in 
Goring; volunteers 

re-chalk the 
Uffington White 

Horse; Wayland's 
Smithy, a prehistoric 
burial site; Ashdown 

House in Berkshire
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as the birthplace in AD 849 of Alfred the Great, 
King of Wessex. 

Ashdown House to the south is a charming 
Dutch-style house built by the Earl of Craven in  
1662. It was allegedly intended as a country palace 
for Craven’s great love, Charles I’s widowed sister 
Elizabeth, ‘the Winter Queen’ (a reference to  
her brief reign in Bohemia), but sadly Elizabeth  
died before Ashdown was completed. 

Around 43 miles (nearly halfway) along the 
Ridgeway you come to the glorious Goring Gap where 
the Thames cuts through the hillsides. The village  
of Streatley, the county of Berkshire and the North 
Wessex Downs sit on one side of the river, and on  
the other are Goring, Oxfordshire and the Chilterns. 
In the 8th century the settlements were in separate 
kingdoms, Wessex (Streatley) and Mercia (Goring), 
but long-running rivalries have given way to more 
genteel companionship, with cottages, traditional 
pubs, a pretty lock and boating scenes set against 
wooded hills that glow gold and red in autumn. 

Walking on through the Chiltern beechwood hills, 
an area once busy with ‘bodgers’ making chairs, you’ll 
come across all sorts of seasonal delights ranging from 

spring bluebells to aromatic wild garlic and autumn 
colour, while red kites wheel overhead. Chalk 
grassland in a string of nature reserves including 
Chinnor Hill is rich with summer wild�owers. 

Between Princes Risborough and Wendover you’ll 
glimpse Chequers, the handsome of�cial country 
residence of the Prime Minister. Wendover itself  
is an attractive market town with a high street  
sprinkled with antique and art shops. Oliver 
Cromwell reputedly stayed in The Red Lion  
Hotel and his troops once camped in St Mary’s 
Church – you can still see the graf�ti. 

After crossing the Grand Union Canal, the end  
of the Ridgeway National Trail comes with a climb 
up to Ivinghoe Beacon, a centuries-old signal point 
and site of yet another Iron Age hill-fort. This also 
happens to be the start of the Icknield Way Trail, 
which will take you onwards all the way to Norfolk. 
But for now maybe pause and savour the far-reaching 
views over hills and �elds to blue skies, imagining  
all those who have walked here before you. 

 For more things to see and do in rural Britain,  
go to www.britain-magazine.com

Clockwise, from far 
right: Ivinghoe 
Beacon on the 
Ashridge Estate  
at the northerly  
end of the trail; 

 a common blue 
butterfly at Coombe 
Hill near Aylesbury;  
a lock keeper's 
cottage in Goring, 
Oxfordshire
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You’ll come across all sorts of seasonal 
delights, from spring bluebells to aromatic 

wild garlic and autumn colour

  
THE PLANNER

GETTING THERE

Overton Hill is located off the A4 in Wiltshire, where 
there is also a car park. Sections of the Ridgeway National Trail 
with railway stations nearby include Goring and Streatley, 
Princes Risborough and Wendover. www.thetrainline.com 

GETTING AROUND

The Ridgeway is well waymarked. Find details of 
accommodation, booking services, baggage transfer 
companies, maps and guides by clicking on The Ridgeway 
National Trail at www.nationaltrail.co.uk.

EAT, DRINK, SLEEP

Goring and Streatley are a favourite hub for 
pubs and stays: homemade pies and B&B at The John 
Barleycorn; refreshing beer in the garden of The Catherine 
Wheel; upmarket dining and rooms at The Miller of 
Mansfield; nibbles, grills, cream teas and rooms with 
river or countryside views at The Swan at Streatley.                              
www.visitgoringandstreatley.co.uk  

FURTHER INFOMATION

www.nationaltrail.co.uki
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Savour a behind-the-scenes taste of 
afternoon tea at Claridge’s, a landmark 

London hotel and royal favourite 
WORDS JENNY ROWE
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“Preparation begins the night before at about 
midnight,” explains Martyn Nail, Executive 
Chef at Claridge’s hotel in Mayfair, which has 
been concocting exquisite selections of �nger 

sandwiches and sweet pastries for the best part of 150 
years. “Our touriers (overnight bakers responsible for the 
breakfast pastries and bread) are the �rst link in the chain. 
They begin by making the dough 
and allowing it to prove, before 
baking it in the early hours of the 
morning,” Martyn continues, as 
he details the well-oiled machine 
that is Claridge’s kitchen on a 
normal working day. 

“They then hand over to the 
day-shift pastry chefs, who make 
the cakes and scones. The 
sandwich �llings are then 
prepared mid-morning and the 
sandwiches themselves are 
assembled just before service.” 
The near-military precision of  
the procedures and personnel 
busy at work behind the scenes  
is a prerequisite to the seamless 
service showcased front of house 
at Claridge’s.

In the grand Foyer, where afternoon tea is served daily, 
there is, in contrast to the kitchen, a comforting air of 
calm. Guests are waited on with the utmost patience and 
diligence by staff impeccably dressed in white, who glide 
discreetly between tables. The walls are mirrored, lending 
both an intimate and expansive feel to the room, the latter 
aided by sky-high ceilings. Hypnotic melodies emanate 
from the grand pianist and cellist in the corner. 

It’s no surprise that the elegance of Claridge’s afternoon 
tea is now synonymous with royalty and the aristocracy,  
a reputation �rst earned by the hotel when Queen Victoria 
and Prince Albert visited in 1860. 

This �ve-star London institution has been advocating 
the hedonistic consumption of afternoon tea for almost as 
long as it has existed. Almost all of us can empathise with 

Anna Russell, the 7th Duchess of 
Bedford, who has gone down in 
history as the originator of the 
English afternoon tea. 

It was around 1840 when  
she �rst noticed that she became 
hungry at around four o’clock 
each afternoon, in that barren 
(and possibly slightly boring,  
if you’re a Duchess) time period 
between lunch and dinner. So  
the Duchess requested a tray of 
tea, cake and some bread and 
butter to be brought to her room, 
staving off the hunger pangs that 
usually arrived during the �nal 
few hours before her dinner was 
served at eight. Initially a solitary 
habit, the Duchess soon realised 
it was a great opportunity –  

or excuse – to invite friends over. 
In fact, her lifelong friendship with Queen Victoria 

marked the start of the monarch’s own penchant for a 
late-afternoon bite to eat, which grew so strong that the 
Queen’s favourite cake, the Victoria Sponge, came to be 
named after her in the �nal years of her reign. Thus from 
pragmatic beginnings, afternoon tea �ourished into a 
national love affair and social ritual, with both 

Previous page:  
A traditional 
afternoon tea  
spread at Claridge's  
Clockwise from top left: 
Jérôme Chaucesse 
(centre), Claridge's' 
pâtissier-in-
residence; dainty 
finger sandwiches; 
the cakes and 
pastries are the most 
difficult aspect to 
make; Anna Russell, 
the 7th Duchess  
of Bedford
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Above: Ladies take  
tea together at 
Claridge's in 1938
Centre: The famous 
Foyer at Claridge's
Right: A 19th-century 
print depicting  
a lady preparing  
afternoon tea              
at home

indulgence and high society at its core.
Nowadays plain bread and better just wouldn’t  

cut the mustard (sorry, Duchess). Dorrington ham with 
caramelised apple, calvados and red endive on onion bread 
spread with cinnamon butter sounds more like it. “Our 
afternoon tea sandwiches are famous and a great deal  
of love and care goes into making them,” says Executive 
Head Chef, Martyn. 

Nevertheless, Claridge’s doesn’t rest on its laurels.  
The team are constantly innovating in the kitchen, reviving 
traditional �avours and establishing modern classics with 
the arrival of each season. “Picking different breads to pair 
with �llings is exciting: there’s rye, malt, granary, brown, 
onion or plain white,” continues Martyn. 

While experimentation is encouraged, one rule is  
always honoured on the sandwich stand: “The perfect 
afternoon tea sandwich should be two-thirds bread  
and one-third �lling,” states Martyn. 

The attention to detail employed by Martyn and his 
team is impressive. Many guests may not even notice some 
of the techniques responsible for tiny morsels of added 

“We create more than 600     
cakes per day and the last  
one to be plated must be  
as perfect as the �rst”
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value here and there. The bread, for example, is laterally 
sliced, unlike bread cut for toast, so that it retains its  
shape better and is more pleasurable to look at and eat.

Of course, those with a sweet tooth will �nd their eyes 
drawn not to the sandwiches, but the dainty and colourful 
array of cakes and pastries. Martyn admits that these are 
the most dif�cult aspect of the afternoon tea spread due  
to their delicacy and the high level of quality the chefs at 
Claridge’s hold themselves to: “We create more than 600 
cakes per day and the last one to be plated must be as 
perfect as the �rst.” The range on offer is also important 
to get right, with a balance of chocolate and fruit �avours 
that must complement each other.

Popular at Claridge’s at the moment is the Religieuse, a 
French pastry which Jérôme Chaucesse, pâtissier-in-
residence, introduced to the menu. “It’s made out of two 
choux pastry cases – one larger than the other – that are 
�lled with crème pâtissière and then decorated with piped 
buttercream frosting in a shape that resembles a choir 
boy,” Martyn explains. “Jérôme creates many variations 
of the Religieuse, but my personal favourite has a     
passion fruit �lling and is covered with a layer of milk 
chocolate ganache.”

Jérôme is a key player during afternoon tea service at 
Claridge’s, not least because his expertise is extremely 
highly regarded in the industry. Having been a pastry  
chef for more than 30 years, in 2015 he won the MOF 
award (Meilleur ouvrier de France Pâtissier Con�seur,  
a craftsman competition that is held every four years)  
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in the highly contested pastry category. 
Accolades aside, Claridge’s must progress with the times 

to remain at the top of its game. Martyn concedes that 
“British tastes have changed over the years. Our guests 
prefer lighter �avours now. A rich fruit cake, which would 
have been an afternoon tea staple 15 years ago, is not so 
popular now. The food scene in London is so diverse and 
international now that guests expect more than the 
traditional, say, lemon drizzle.”

That said, there is one thing that remains central to 
afternoon tea and, ultimately, Britain as a nation: the 
drink itself. “Our wonderful tea connoisseur, Henrietta 
Lovell has scoured the world to bring us delicious tea  
from small, little-known producers,” Martyn says proudly. 
“Our team know their teas as well as sommeliers know 
their wines.” As a guest, he suggests asking a member of 
your waiting staff for their recommendations, which will 
vary depending on whether you are tucking into sweet  
or savoury treats next. “Usually guests are keen to try  
a different tea with each course and so may well drink  
six cups in one afternoon,” Martyn reveals.

Indeed afternoon tea is far from a grab and go affair. 
As author Henry James wrote in his 1881 novel The 
Portrait of a Lady, “there are few hours in life more 
agreeable than the hour dedicated to the ceremony 
known as afternoon tea.” We’d go as far as to dedicate  
a couple more. For as with any culinary ceremony,  
the simple anticipation of every bite takes up half  
the time and provides half the pleasure. 

One question you’re sure to consider, while sipping on  
a botanical blend, is whether to slather your soft, warm 
scone in cream or jam �rst. Claridge’s have a clear stance 
on this (they spearhead the ‘cream �rst’ crowd), but we 
think you have a good chance of winning that particular 
debate. After all, the �rst rule of hospitality is that the 
customer is always right. 

For more on afternoon tea and other great British traditions, 
visit  www.britain-magazine.com

This image: Tea is a stylish 
treat at Cadogan's by 

Adam Handling in Chelsea 
Below: Pennyhill Park serve 

a superlative afternoon tea

  
AFTERNOON TEA ICONS

When travel restrictions are lifted, book a table  
at one of these highly acclaimed purveyors of  
the traditional English afternoon tea.

1 Claridge’s, Mayfair, London  
www.claridges.co.uk

2 Bettys Café Tea Rooms, various  
locations in Yorkshire www.bettys.co.uk

3 Taj 51 Buckingham Gate, St James’s Park, 
London www.taj51buckinghamgate.co.uk 

4 Dalloway Terrace, Bloomsbury,  
London www.dallowayterrrace.com

5 Pennyhill Park, Surrey www.exclusive.co.uk
6 Cadogan’s by Adam Handling, Chelsea,  

London www.adamhandlingchelsea.co.uk
7 Duchy of Cornwall Nursery, Cornwall              

www.duchyofcornwallnursery.co.uk
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TERMS AND CONDITIONS
Closing date for entries is 12pm GMT 16 November 2020. The prize is for 
a maximum of two people and cannot be exchanged for cash. Dates are 
subject to availability and must be booked in advance. The prize must 
be redeemed by 31 December 2021. For full terms and conditions, go to 
www.britain-magzaine.com/competitions/bloomsbury

WIN

For your chance to win this fantastic 
prize go to www.britain-magzaine.
com/competitions/bloomsbury 
to apply online or fill in the coupon 
below with the answer to the following 
question:

Q: Who designed The Bloomsbury 
Hotel’s building?
a) Edwin Lutyens
b) Patrick Hodgkinson
c) Thomas Cubitt

Near the buzzing central districts of 
the capital, including vibrant Covent 
Garden, fashionable Fitzrovia and 

wealthy Mayfair, Bloomsbury is an oasis of 
green parks and sparkling white architecture. 
Once the regular meeting place for the writers 
and artists of the Bloomsbury Group, such 
as author Virginia Woolf, its tranquil squares 
and grand Georgian houses retain its former 
inhabitants’ artistic � air.

None more than The Bloomsbury Hotel, 
where one lucky winner and their guest will 
enjoy a night’s stay. Set in a meticulously restored 
1930s neo-Georgian building designed by Edwin 
Lutyens, the hotel’s interiors are inspired by the 
area’s colourful and creative past, offering plush 
rooms that evoke period charm alongside 
contemporary glamour.

As well as a full English breakfast, the winner 
will be treated to a Champagne afternoon tea 
at the fashionable Dalloway Terrace, one of 
the hotel’s in-house restaurants. Named after 
Woolf’s Mrs Dalloway character, the terrace, 
which allows al fresco seating throughout the 
year, exudes creative � air. Both the restaurant’s 
immersive � oral installation and its menu change 
seasonally. From classics such as buttermilk 

ENTRY FORM
SEND YOUR COUPON TO: US readers – Bloomsbury Competition, 
C/O Circulation Specialists, 2 Corporate Drive, Suite 945, Shelton CT 06484
UK and Rest of World readers – Bloomsbury Competition, BRITAIN magazine, 
The Chelsea Magazine Company, Jubilee House, 2 Jubilee Place, London SW3 3TQ , UK

My answer:

Name:

Address:

 Postcode:

Tel no: Email:

scones served with lashings of Devonshire clotted 
cream and Scottish raspberry jam, to modern 
favourites such as red velvet cake, this is your 
chance to experience the iconic ritual of the 
Great British afternoon tea at one of the most 
glamorous venues in the capital.
www.doylecollection.com/hotels/
the-bloomsbury-hotel;
www.dallowayterrace.com

COMPETITION

Please tick if you are happy to receive relevant information about new products or services from the competition partners via email , 
post , or phone , and/or The Chelsea Magazine Company via email , post , or phone

A STYLISH AFTERNOON TEA AND 
MINI-BREAK IN LONDON
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From humble beginnings 130 years ago, Rodda's 
delectable Cornish clotted cream is now enjoyed 
the world over and is an essential ingredient in the 
traditional cream tea. BRITAIN spoke to Nicholas 
Rodda, Managing Director of Rodda’s, to find out 
more about this Cornish foodie favourite. 

Your great-great-great-grandmother, Eliza, 
founded Rodda’s. How did it all begin?
Our family business started 130 years ago, 
when my great-great-grandmother Eliza Jane 
Rodda began making clotted cream in her 
Cornish farmhouse kitchen. 

Now we’re in the fifth generation of the family 
business, and we still craft our Cornish clotted 
cream in the very same way, through cherished 
family recipes and time-honoured traditions, 
making Eliza Jane proud.

and more people are discovering Rodda’s and 
the treat of an afternoon tea with Cornish 
clotted cream. There are still many areas of 
the UK to explore further, and then there is the 
international market. We are seeing such strong 
interest from Japan and Hong Kong as they really 
appreciate the provenance of the British food 
culture with its long history. Couple that with 
the family’s 130-year history, and there is strong 
desire for the authentic afternoon tea with 
Rodda’s clotted cream.

What is your favourite or most vivid memory 
of a Cornish cream tea?
My earliest recollection of a cream tea was a family 
picnic on our local beach when I was about four 
years old. I can still remember that huge plate of 
splits (a Cornish small sweet bread roll) that mum 

In 1998 the company was granted Protected 
Designation of Origin status. What does that 
mean for Rodda’s?
Clotted cream is so special that it has become 
a treasured Cornish export. This unique delicacy 
must be enjoyed for generations to come in the 
same way. Taking the front foot initiative, the 
Rodda family spearheaded a campaign which 
resulted in Cornish clotted cream gaining 
Protected Designation of Origin (PDO) status in 
1998, joining the prestigious ranks of Champagne, 
Stilton cheese and Parma ham. Cornish clotted 
cream has to be made in Cornwall, with Cornish 
milk and in the traditional way.

What’s next for Rodda’s?
Well, it’s more Cornish clotted cream. It’s what 
we are famous for and what people love. More 
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A family business now in its � fth generation, Rodda’s is a true Cornish gem  

Cornwall
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had lovingly prepared, lashings of strawberry jam 
and cream and mum telling me to sit still for 
minute. I imagine it was quite a messy affair and 
probably involved a good helping of sand!

Cream or jam first?
As a Cornishman, I have to say jam first. 
I think the clue is in the name. It’s called 
cream tea for a reason – it’s not ‘jam tea’!

When you have a slightly warm scone, you 
open it and spread some jam. If you’re lucky 
there’ll be a drop of jam dripping on the side. 
Then you dive into the pot of cream. You break 
the crust. You take a big spoonful and put it on 
top of the jam. You bite into it and the coolness 
of the cream comes first. It holds back the 
sweetness of the jam. It coats your mouth 
– it’s like a work of art. 

INGREDIENTS:
300g digestive biscuits
120g unsalted butter, melted
Rodda’s Cornish Clotted Cream 
(1x 227g & 1x 113g pots) 
3 tbsp full fat milk

If you wanted to make a statement with your afternoon tea you would serve Earl Grey as your 
tea selection. The same could be said about this cheesecake, which pairs the creamy tones of our 
Cornish clotted cream with the fragrant flavour of bergamot. 

METHOD:
First, make the base. Grease and line a 20cm loose-bottomed baking tin with parchment paper. 
Place the digestive biscuits in a food processor and blitz until the mixture is fine breadcrumbs. 
Alternatively, put the biscuits in a freezer bag and crush using a rolling pin. Pour the crumbs 
into a bowl and pour in the melted butter – stir to combine well. 

Tip the crumbs into the prepared tin and using the back of a spoon press firmly into the base. 
Chill in the fridge for 1 hour to firm up. 

In the meantime, place the clotted cream and milk in a heavy-bottomed saucepan. Split the tea 
bags and sprinkle the loose tea into the clotted cream mixture. Carefully bring the clotted cream 
to the boil over a gentle heat. Allow to simmer for just a minute before removing from the heat 
and allowing to cool and steep for 2 hours. 

Combine the soft cheese and icing sugar in a large bowl and whisk with an electric mixer until 
smooth. When the cream has cooled, pass through a fine sieve to remove all the tea and slowly 
beat into the cream cheese mixture until all combined. 

Remove the base from the fridge and spoon the cheesecake mixture on top, working to 
the edges ensuring there are no air bubbles. Smooth the top and create a swirl using a spatula. 
Return to the fridge and allow to set for at least 2 hours, but ideally overnight. 

When ready to serve, bring the cheesecake to room temperature; this will take approximately 
30 minutes. Run a warm knife around the edge of the tin before releasing the cheesecake. Smooth 
the edges using a pallet knife if needed. Transfer onto a serving plate or cake stand. Decorate with 
chocolate shavings. 
TIME: 2.5 hours including cooling
SERVES: 8 to 10

PROMOTION

EARL GREY AND CLOTTED CREAM CHEESECAKE

2 Earl Grey tea bags
600g soft cheese
100g icing sugar 
TO SERVE: Chocolate shavings 
YOU WILL NEED:
20cm loose-bottomed tin
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STATELY HOMES

Canterbury has attracted 
pilgrims  since the 1100s

Right: Thomas Becket in  
a stained-glass window  
at Canterbury Cathedral
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Britain’s stately homes were forced to close their doors during the recent lockdown. These ancient 
walls are used to surviving against the odds – but how have they coped in the current crisis?

WORDS NATASHA FOGES

Keep Calm and Carry On
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This image: Chatsworth 
House's golden facade 
Left: Inveraray Castle  
in Scotland, the seat  
of Clan Campbell
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On 3 May 1950 Alnwick Castle opened its  
doors to visitors for the �rst time, and 100 
eager tourists queued up to buy a ticket in  
the �rst hour. Britain’s second-largest privately 

inhabited castle (after Windsor), home to the Duke and 
Duchess of Northumberland, it has come a long way  
since, with soaring visitor numbers boosted by 
appearances in the Harry Potter �lms. 

But this year on the 70th anniversary of 
Alnwick’s opening, the famous gardens lay 
quietly deserted and the castle’s 150 rooms 
were eerily empty of visitors. High above the 
historic battlements a blue NHS �ag �uttered 
from the �agpole.

Alnwick has stood for over 900 years, 
witnessing wars, famine and disease. But like 
Britain’s other castles and stately homes it was 
abruptly forced to close its doors to the public 
this spring due to the coronavirus pandemic. 

Most of Britain’s best-known ‘statelies’ are 
owned and cared for independently, rather than 
by government or national charities. They are 
hugely expensive to run, and in most cases, 
visitor numbers are the key to survival. In 

response to the pandemic, tickets and tours were hastily 
cancelled, tearooms and gift shops closed. Income for 
these historic houses was reduced to zero overnight.

Day-to-day management was another complication.  
In bygone times, a vast team of ‘downstairs’ staff would 
have bustled upstairs at the ring of a bell to attend to their 
master’s and mistress’s every whim. Chambermaids and 
scullery girls are hard to come by these days, but modern-

day stately homes still have an army of staff. 
Their job, by and large, is to look after the 
house rather than the family within – from 
gardeners that tend the prize roses and farmers 
working on the estate to the curators that  
look after precious art collections. 

With staff sent home, in many cases owners 
found themselves managing vast estates 
single-handedly, and in sole charge of houses 
with hundreds of rooms. Despite the challenges, 
the ‘Keep Calm and Carry On’ spirit prevailed. 
The houses united to show their show support 
for NHS key workers: as the nation joined in 
with the weekly ‘clap for carers’ from their 
doorsteps, stately homes and castles lit up their 
facades in blue, hoisted NHS �ags from PH
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Above:  
Alnwick Castle in 
Northumberland
Below: Alnwick flew 
an NHS flag during 
the crisis
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Medieval pilgrims  
prayed at a shrine at 
Winchester Cathedral

historic battlements or planted avenues of blue lavender  
in their gardens.

Chatsworth House, in the Peak District, rose to the 
challenge by supporting local communities. Following  
the house’s closure in late March, the Duke and Duchess 
of Devonshire donated 240kg of chocolate eggs intended 
for the annual Easter egg hunt to local food banks.  
The house also offered holiday cottages on the estate to 
frontline NHS workers to stay in for free, while the chefs 
in the restaurant kitchens turned their hands to preparing  
meals for those in need in the community. 

Down in rural Berkshire, Highclere Castle – 
unmistakeable, of course, as Downton Abbey of the 
ever-popular TV series – serenely surveys 1,000 acres of 
Capability Brown parkland as it has done for centuries. 
Ordinarily, the arrival of warmer weather would see 
streams of visitors, but this spring, when the wild�ower 
meadow and ornamental Monk’s Garden burst into bloom 
only the lord and lady of the manor were there to see it. 

Hosting visitors being out of the question, technology 
gave Highclere other ways to connect. “We were 100  
per cent not virtual,” says Lady Carnarvon. “We’ve  
tried to turn ourselves around.” Lady Carnarvon’s new 
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This spring, when the wildflower 
meadow and Monk’s Garden burst 
into bloom only the lord and lady of 
the manor were there to see it
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This image: The Dining 
Room at Inveraray 

Castle in Argyll 
Left: Lady Carnarvon, 

chatelaine of Highclere  
Castle in Berkshire
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This image:  The striking 
Knebworth House and 
its glorious gardens
Right: The Banqueting 
Hall at Knebworth
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podcast (with her husband the Earl  
as the �rst guest) is now available, 
while the Highclere Instagram 
account shared glimpses of lockdown 
life with its legion of fans; posts have 
included Lady Mary the lop-eared 
pig’s new litter of piglets, daily walks 
with the dogs, virtual cocktail parties 
and cookery lessons from Lady 
Carnarvon’s kitchen. 

In Scotland, on the shores of  
Loch Fyne, romantic Inveraray Castle 
stands in spectacular isolation – a 
state shared, during lockdown, by the 
family that live there, the Duke and Duchess of Argyll 
and their three children. Overnight, the Duchess tell us, 
she became “the cleaner, mender, teacher, gardener, 
tidy-er.. Same as most people but probably in a bigger 
house!” The castle is part of a small remote community, 
which pooled resources during lockdown. “I have been 
growing lettuce and herbs, someone else has chickens, 
someone wants �our...”

Inveraray, whose architecture mixes Baroque, Palladian 
and Gothic styles, is the seat of Clan Campbell. It is full of 
treasures, and the castle’s closure gave the family a chance 
to explore its hidden corners: “For the �rst time since we 
inherited the house we’ve had time to go into every nook 
and cranny. Find the damp patches and leaks for ourselves, 
clear attics and �nd some historical gems, from a piping 
banner that would have been carried into war to letters 
from various generations.”

Down in Hertfordshire, Knebworth is a lavish Tudor 
manor, home to the Lytton family for over 500 years. If it 
looks familiar, it may be because Knebworth appeared as 

Balmoral in The Crown – though  
its facade, covered with turrets,  
domes and gargoyles, may trump  
even the Queen’s Highland home  
for architectural splendour. 

Playwright and politician Sir 
Edward Bulwer Lytton – author of  
the ominous line “It was a dark and 
stormy night” – lived here in Victorian 
times; the pandemic has surely been 
Knebworth’s ‘darkest night’ of all. 

“Having to shut our House, Park 
and Gardens was devastating to us,” 
says Martha Lytton Cobbold, who 

lives at Knebworth with her husband Henry. The house  
is particularly in demand as a �lm location and is world-
famous as a festival venue – a reputation cemented by  
the Rolling Stones’ iconic concert here in 1976. Most  
of this summer’s events had to be cancelled in light of  
the coronavirus crisis.

Happily, Knebworth and other historic houses,  
symbols of permanence and resilience in a topsy-turvy 
world, have weathered the storm, recently reopening  
their doors to the public. 

“It was very strange being closed,” says Martha.  
“It’s not what [the house] was designed and built for,  
and we felt much happier when visitors were able to  
come back.” For now, visitor numbers are capped and  
a one-way route has been devised around the house,  
in accordance with government guidelines.

“We have to adapt to survive,” she adds,  
“and this is what we have done for centuries.” 

 For more on stately homes, visit www.britain-magazine.com

 

All of the historic houses mentioned have 
now reopened, though some areas remain 
closed for the time being. You can check 
current details at the houses’ websites:
Alnwick Castle www.alnwickcastle.com
Chatsworth House www.chatsworth.org 
Highclere Castle www.highclerecastle.co.uk
Inveraray Castle www.inveraray-castle.com
Knebworth House www.knebworthhouse.com

BOOK AHEAD
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Memories of nestling in the dunes, sheltered from the sea 
breeze. Warm in the sun, thick sandwiches, strawberries, a flask 
of tea.  Relaxing, watching the world go by.  A Skylark sings its 
heart out high in the blue black sky. Safe, here in the dunes.

Use this order code: (COAST LOVE) and receive a free bag of melts. 
We use only the finest quality oils and natural waxes. 

DISCOVER MORE AT:

www.coastcandleco.com

Coast Candle Co. recognise we are all living through strange 
times. Memories of pain and joy will emerge from this time. 

Remember loved ones and special experiences  
with a Coast Candle. Made with Love, for you to Love  

from the Highlands of Scotland.

     @VisitTestValley          @Visit_Test_Valley     @VisitTestValley

Find yours at VisitTestValley.co.uk

There’s a spot waiting just for you...

Visit Test Valley
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HERO OF THE 
HIGHLANDS 

How did a half-Polish prince born in Rome win such an enduring  
place in hearts and history as dashing Bonnie Prince Charlie? 

WORDS NEIL JONES
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“Y e windows were full of Ladys who threw 
up their handkerchiefs and clap’d their 
hands and show’d great loyalty to ye 
Bonny Prince,” an onlooker wrote  

after watching Charles Edward Stuart ride through 
Edinburgh in 1745. His whole manner and appearance 
seemed “Cut out for enchanting his beholders and 
carrying People to consent to their own Slavery in  
spite of themselves.” 

Such is the popular image of ‘Bonnie Prince Charlie’ 
that has prevailed across three centuries: a charismatic 
young man whose adventures to reclaim the British 
Crown for the House of Stuart became the stuff of 
romantic Scottish legend; his heroic failure and �ight 
wistfully lamented in The Skye Boat Song. But how  
did a half-Polish prince raised in Rome become such a 
glamorous icon and does his story hide a darker truth? 

The tale begins with the ‘Glorious Revolution’ 
(1688–89) that ousted Charles’ grandfather, the Roman 
Catholic Stuart king, James II of England/VII of 
Scotland, from his thrones in favour of the joint 
Protestant monarchs William and Mary. From their 
exile on the Continent the Stuarts had made several 
attempts to regain power but all had failed including, 
notably, the 1715 uprising led by Charles’ father James, 
‘the Old Pretender’. Jacobites – the name given to Stuart 
supporters (from Jacobus, Latin for James) – would 
soon look to ‘the Young Pretender’ Charles.

Born 300 years ago in 1720, Charles Edward  
Louis John Casimir Sylvester Maria Stuart shared an 
unsettled childhood with his younger brother Henry in 
the Stuart court in exile in Rome. Spies were all around; 
their father was frequently absent on business; their 
mother, the Polish Princess Clementina Sobieska, was 
volatile and �ercely religious. “I will be very dutifull to 
Mamma, and not jump too near her…” an otherwise 
boisterous seven-year-old Charles wrote in a letter to 
James, his words hinting at treading on eggshells. 

Charles grew into a tall, handsome, �ne-featured 
young man, headstrong and bursting with a restless 
energy that saw him involved in youthful military 
action on the Continent. When Louis XV of France 
sought to make mischief by using Jacobite support 
against Britain in the War of the Austrian Succession 
Charles leapt to help, but a French invasion failed to 
materialise. Burning with Stuart passion to topple 

Clockwise from top: The Glenfinnan Monument ; the 
Palace of Holyroodhouse; Prince Charles landing on the 
island of Eriskay in Scotland by unknown artist, c.1800
Previous page: Prince Charles by Allan Ramsay, c.1745 IM
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King George II – now on the British throne – in  
favour of his father James, Charles decided to press  
on anyway, landing on the island of Eriskay in the 
Outer Hebrides on 23 July 1745 with just seven 
companions: the Seven Men of Moidart.

Many Jacobites among the Scottish clans were 
aghast, believing such an ill-prepared uprising was 
doomed before it began, and some clans were pro-
government anyway. But 24-year-old Charles, “so 
sweet a prince, that �esh and blood could not resist 
following him”, managed to stir up support. Lord 
George Murray, Charles’s leading general, caught the 
mood, writing that, despite all the odds against joining 
the rebellion, he felt “a principle of (what seems to me) 
honour, & my duty to king [James] and country, 
outweighs everything.” On 19 August Charles raised 
his father’s standard at Glen�nnan in the Highlands  
to mark the of�cial start of the campaign – 
commemorated today by the dramatic  
Glen�nnan Monument and Visitor Centre. 

Charles and his men headed south, taking Perth and 
Edinburgh. Deploying the fast-and-furious Highland 
Charge tactic to good effect, they then routed British 
government troops at the Battle of Prestonpans, East 
Lothian, on 21 September. “We are sadly convinced 
that they are not such raw ragamuf�ns as they  
was [sic] represented,” one commentator admitted. 

Charles set up court for six weeks at the Palace of 
Holyroodhouse in Edinburgh, holding audiences in the 
Great Gallery, dining in the view of adoring spectators 
in the Ante-Chamber, and hosting balls in the evenings. 
But he was impatient to press on. Carlisle was taken 
after a short, bloodless siege, and on 4 December the 
Jacobite army, now some 5,000 strong, claimed Derby. 
A panicked George II, 125 miles away in London, had 
the royal yacht discreetly prepared to whisk his family 
away to the Continent. 

Then momentum was suddenly halted. Jacobite 
sympathy came from across national and religious 
divides and yet the rebels were failing to pick up the 
recruits they had hoped for from England and Wales. 
All the while government troops were gathering. 
Charles’ generals, including Lord George Murray, 
advised him not to continue to London but to  
retreat to Scotland. Charles was livid but turned back.

From now on the prince was at loggerheads with his 
commanders and his petulance would expose him as 
an indifferent strategist. The Jacobites notched up 
another victory at Falkirk Muir on 17 January 1746 
but they were becoming desperately short of supplies 
and money, in total contrast to advancing  PH
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Clockwise from top right: A clan grave marker at Culloden Battlefield 
and Visitor Centre; the Battle of Culloden was a devastating loss for 
the Jacobites; King George II by Thomas Hudson, 1744; William, Duke 
of Cumberland by unknown artist, mid-18th century
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DID YOU KNOW?

 Culloden House, requisitioned 
by Charles for his battlefield 
headquarters before his final 
fight, is now a luxury hotel                             
(www.cullodenhouse.co.uk)

Travelling around Europe, Charles 
often adopted disguises, ranging 
from an Irish officer to a priest

Lyrics of The Skye Boat Song, written 
by Englishman Sir Harold Boulton, 
were first published in 1884. In 1892 
Robert Louis Stevenson wrote 
another version – since adapted  
for the TV series Outlander
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government forces under George II’s son William, 
Duke of Cumberland. Against his commanders’ 
advice, Charles decided to �ght,  �rst trying a botched 
night attack on Cumberland’s sleeping Redcoats, then 
insisting on his weary men joining battle on the 
ill-chosen site of Culloden Moor (near Inverness) the 
next day, 16 April 1746. Culloden Battle�eld and 
Visitor Centre reveal the harrowing toll of the last 
pitched battle on British soil: 1,600 men slain within 
an hour – 1,500 of them Jacobites. 

Charles, aided by loyal clansmen, now went on  
the run for �ve months through the Highlands and 
Hebrides with a £30,000 price tag on his head.  
While he complained about some hideaways – a hut  
on Benbecula was a “monstrous hole” – he also enjoyed 
three weeks secretly hunting, �shing and drinking in 
Glen Corodale. Most famously, he escaped “over the 
sea to Skye” disguised as ‘Betty Burke’, the Irish maid 
of Flora MacDonald, though he almost gave himself 
away when he indelicately raised his petticoats to wade 
across a stream. Towards the end of September 1746  
he sailed into exile.

Left to right: Flora MacDonald by Richard Wilson, 1747;  Prince 
Charles disguised as ‘Betty Burke’ by John Williams, 1746
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Famously, Charles escaped 
“over the sea to Skye” disguised 
as ‘Betty Burke’, the Irish maid 
of Flora MacDonald

Charles would make a covert trip to London in 1750 
to plot a coup with Jacobite followers but plans �zzled 
out. “What can a bird do that has not found a right 
nest?” he remarked. “It will always wander and never 
pitch on a branch.” For the long years until his death  
in Rome in 1788 he �oated around Europe growing 
evermore bitter. He fell out with his father and brother 
(who had become a cardinal). He was cruel towards his 
mistress Clementina Walkinshaw who had followed 
him from Scotland and bore him a daughter, Charlotte. 
His claim to be King Charles III following his father’s 
death in 1766 was ignored by Europe’s leaders. His 
marriage to Princess Louise of Stolberg-Gedern was 
unhappy and childless. Only a late reconciliation  
with his daughter Charlotte gave Charles, raddled  
by drink and illness, any comfort in his �nal years.

Meanwhile ‘Butcher’ Cumberland and the 
Hanoverian government had smashed Scotland’s  
clan culture in retribution for the 1745 rebellion, also 
shattering Jacobite dreams. Is it any wonder that people 
preferred the romantic legend of dashing Bonnie Prince 
Charlie to the tragic reality that had unfolded? 

 For more on Scotland and its history, go to  
www.britain-magazine.com/scotland
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A miniature 
marvel

The Nostell dolls’ house, one of the 
National Trust’s greatest treasures, is a 

microcosm of life in a real historic house. 
The Curator of this newly restored mansion 

in miniature gives us a tour   
WORDS SIMON MCCORMACK
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Picture your ultimate dream home, designed  
by a fashionable architect and containing all  
the rooms needed for stylish living and grand 
entertainment: state-of-the-art kitchen, showy 

guest bedrooms, a luxurious drawing room to impress 
your guests. All of the decor is carefully chosen and made 
with the �nest materials and craftsmanship. Working 
with the best artisans, buying furniture from high-end 
retailers and even turning your own hand to making 
some items, you have created a home which makes you 
the envy of society. Sounds perfect... except this dream 
house is only about 6ft high.  

The dolls’ house I describe, housed at the National 
Trust’s Nostell Priory in West Yorkshire, is the most 
intricate, most �nely crafted and best-preserved example 
of its kind. It has recently been conserved and beautifully 
redisplayed in the Wake�eld treasure house where it has 
resided for nearly 300 years, giving a powerful insight  
into daily life in a grand 18th-century house.  

In conserving the dolls’ house we began to fully 

appreciate just how intact and well preserved it was. Our 
investigations showed that all of the paint schemes were 
original, as were the upholstery fabrics. Astonishingly, it 
looked as if almost all the original contents had remained 
in their rooms since they were created for the Winn family 
in the 1730s. This contrasts with so many of our real-
sized houses, including Nostell itself, where interiors have 
been redecorated and altered over time, and where items 
have been displaced or dispersed.   

As is so often the case small can also be beautiful  
– and instructive too. In the 18th century dolls’ houses 
were not a child’s plaything. They were the Pinterest of 
their day, a mood-board for grand designs in miniature. 
Intricate and expensive, these tiny mansions were a tool 
for the imagination and for the organising hand of their 
elite owners, mostly women who had a vital role to play  
in furnishing and managing a grand household.   

Once �nished, their educational function continued as 
their elaborate detail (doors and curtains that could be 
opened and closed, �re tongs and candle-snuffers that 

A miniature marvel
The Nostell dolls’ house, one of the National Trust’s 

greatest treasures, is a microcosm of life in a real 
historic house. The Curator of this newly restored 

mansion in miniature gives us a tour   
WORDS SIMON MCCORMACK
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Left: Inside the  
Nostell dolls’ house
This image: Nostell Priory
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Left to right: The Morning 
Room, complete with 
exquisite upholstery 
fabrics; the exterior of 
the dolls’ house echoes 
popular design principles

For more 
on  Britain’s 

stately homes, see 
www.britain-

magazine.com
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worked, tables that could be laid out with cutlery and 
crockery) enabled women and older children to use these 
tiny treasure chests to practice household management. 

Although not an exact replica of Nostell, the 
architectural shell of the doll’s house shows classical 
design principles popular at the time, from the rustic 
lower level, the sash windows with their elaborate stone 
surrounds, the Ionic columns framing the centre of the 
house, to the low pitched roof with its urns and statuary. 
Just as at Nostell itself the family coat of arms is proudly 
carved in the centre.  

Peek inside and the room layout also replicates that of 
grand houses of the period. The ground �oor contains 
more functional spaces: a kitchen, a smart but sober 
entrance hall and a parlour for everyday dining. The 
middle �oor is for show, with its plush state apartment 
and an ostentatious drawing room for entertaining. Just 
as at Nostell, the top �oor is devoted to family bedrooms.   

Elaborate beds are a feature of any grand 18th-century 
house and there are three in the dolls’ house. Their 
opulent curtains and drapery protected from the cold and 
offered privacy from servants. But these beds were not 
simply about personal comfort and luxury; they were also 
status symbols to show that the house was suf�ciently 
grand to receive important guests, including royalty. 

The upholstery fabrics used in the dolls’ house  
are of the highest quality. Many of them are reused  
from dresses and have been meticulously crafted by 
professional upholsterers with elaborate piping and 
braiding. In most of the rooms the same fabrics are used 
for the curtains, beds and seat furniture. During this 
period the art of interior design was developing, which  
at Nostell culminated in the Winn family later employing 
the furniture-maker Thomas Chippendale, one of the 
most important �gures in British design history. 

The dolls’ house also echoes the taste for the ‘Orient’ 
which was very much in vogue in the �rst half of the 18th 
century. Until the mid-18th century European makers 
were unable to produce true porcelain, which was 
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imported in great quantities from China and other Asian 
countries by the East India Company. In comparison to 
their European equivalents, these items were expensive,  
so were not simply functional but more for show, like the 
elaborate garniture of vases placed in front of the �replace 
in the Red Velvet Dressing Room. 

Wall hangings were another way to bring some of  
the imagined ‘East’ into western interiors. In the dolls’ 
house the dressing room walls have gilt leather hangings 
decorated with lotus �owers, partridges, king�shers and 
other plants and birds perceived as ‘exotic’ at the time.  
A later version of this was called India paper: imported 
Chinese wallpaper often with similar design patterns of 
outlandish birds and plants. This is what Chippendale 
�tted at Nostell for the next generation of the Winn family. 

In the Morning Room the bed and curtains are 
upholstered with chintz, a highly fashionable block-
printed cotton cloth usually imported from India.  
It gained an even greater exclusivity when it was  
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Clockwise from top  left: The 
Crimson Bedchamber at 
Nostell; the dressing room 
of the dolls’ house; the  
toy footman strolls  
the hallway on  
the ground floor;  
an impressively high 
attention to detail 
includes ornate 
wallpapers

banned by the government in order to promote the  
British cloth industry. We know that the 4th Baronet 
acquired a stock of chintz for the rooms at Nostell.  

Lacquered furniture was one of the other most sought-
after items from the East. However, it was dif�cult to 
export, so European makers created japanning, an 
imitation of true lacquer using gluey-paints and pigments. 
Examples of this can be seen in the dolls’ house Drawing 
Room, where elaborate chests are decorated with tiny 
prints mounted on gold shellac to make the furniture  
look like lacquer with ivory inlay.  

About 25 years after the dolls’ house, Chippendale 
created an elaborate suite of japanned furniture for the 
State Apartment at Nostell. Made in green and gold,  
this furniture accompanied the India wallpaper and  
chintz upholstery to create one of the least altered  
suites of ‘orientally’ inspired 18th-century interiors  
to be found anywhere in Britain.  

Wonderful though it is, it’s not just the detail of design 

and the level of preservation that makes this dolls’ house 
such a revealing lens into the world of the 18th-century 
grand house. It’s also about the power of small. As much 
as it is inspiring and enjoyable, visiting a large country 
house can sometimes also be an overwhelming experience. 
In contrast, dolls’ houses like the one at Nostell give us  
a powerful immediacy, letting us see all the elements of  
a grand house in overview. Our dolls’ house is truly  
a grand 18th-century house in perfect miniature.  
Simon McCormack is Curator of the Transform Nostell 
Project. His book, The Nostell Dolls’ House, is available 
to order now (£6.50; shop.nationaltrust.org.uk).
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BOOK AHEAD
The newly restored dolls’ house is given pride of place in a new 
exhibition space at Nostell Priory, which is now open. Visits to 
Nostell must be pre-booked at www.nationaltrust.org.uk/nostell 
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Uniquely, this area sums up all 
that’s special about Wales in 
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Fancy sharing suppliers with the Queen? From flagmakers 
to florists, the Royal Warrant Holders are an eclectic group.       

We find out more about this centuries-old tradition 
WORDS EMME LEDGERWOOD

The Royal  
Retailers
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Once a year, �orist Rosemary Hughes  
gathers together a heady recipe of daffodils, 
freesias, stocks and herbs. She creates a 
dozen exquisite nosegays for the most 

important client on her books, Her Majesty The 
Queen. These small, perfumed bunches of yellow, 
violet and white are the traditional nosegays carried  
by royalty and clergy at the pre-Easter Maundy service 
where the Queen presents ‘Maundy money’ to retired 
pensioners from across the country, chosen for service 
to their communities. 

“It’s a tradition that goes back over 800 years,”  
says Hughes, who holds a Royal Warrant as Supplier  
of Nosegays. “You make every effort for The Queen  
as it’s a big honour. It’s an accolade you never dream  
of getting when you start out as a Saturday girl in  
a �orist’s shop.”

As a warrant holder, Hughes belongs to an eclectic 
group that represents a huge cross-section of trade and 
industry, ranging from traditional craftspeople to 
global and multinational �rms operating at the  
cutting edge of technology. 

Only individuals or companies that have supplied 
goods or services for at least �ve years to HM The 
Queen, HRH The Duke of Edinburgh or HRH The 

Previous page:   
Fortnum & Mason's store 
entrance in Piccadilly, 
London This image: Queen 
Elizabeth II attends the 
Maundy Service at St 
George's Chapel, Windsor
Below: A stained glass 
window at Stationers' Hall 
in London depicts Caxton 
presenting his printing 
press to King Edward IV
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Prince of Wales can apply for a warrant through the 
Royal Warrant Holders Association (RWHA), which 
advises applicants on the process. 

Those �ve years are crucial to the establishment of  
a good working relationship and are also an effective 
way for the Royal Household to observe whether the 
company demonstrates its ability to deliver to the 
exacting standards required. Since 2012 all Royal 
Warrant holders have also been obligated to  
complete an environmental and sustainability audit,  
a requirement �rst introduced by the Prince of Wales. 

Once granted, the holder of a Royal Warrant is 
entitled to display the relevant Royal Coat of Arms  
and the legend ‘By Appointment’ on their products, 
premises, stationery, vehicles or advertising.

It’s a tradition that dates back to the 15th century. 
William Caxton, inventor of the printing press, was 
one of the �rst recipients, becoming the King’s Printer 
to Edward IV in 1476. Everything from crowns to 
cutlery has appeared on the sovereigns’ shopping  
lists over the centuries, but some of the orders have 
changed over time. Unlike Henry VIII, the present 
Queen doesn’t have a supplier of “Swannes and 
Cranes, price the piece two shillings”, nor we imagine 
does she give her Purveyor of Fish “£10 a year for 
‘entertainment’ plus £22.11s.8d. for losses and 
necessaries”, as did Elizabeth I. 

The 18th century saw warrants issued to royal 
rat-catchers, mole-takers and bug-takers. Later, Queen 
Victoria revived the tradition, with over 2,000 businesses 

This image: The  
Royal Coat of Arms 

embroidered                      
by Hand & Lock

Below: Twinings tea 
merchants hold a 

 Royal Warrant
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Clockwise from top left: 
Carvers & Gilders restored 

this Dundas sofa; Christine, 
director of Carvers & 

Gilders, carves the frame of 
a Rococo mirror for a 

private commission; the 
Duchess of Cambridge 

attends a St Patrick's Day 
parade in 2019 wearing 

Cornelia James gloves; Lock 
& Co Hatters first received a 

Royal Warrant in 1956; 
Hand & Lock's epaulettes 

are worn by Her Majesty's 
Body Guard of the 

Honourable Corps of 
Gentlemen at Arms
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Below: The Blue and 
Red rooms

receiving the accolade during her reign, including 
Twinings tea merchants and royal grocer Fortnum & 
Mason, who still hold the seal of approval today.

Other companies have had the privilege of displaying 
the legend for even longer, such as Firmin, the button 
and insignia maker, or wine merchants Berry Bros  
& Rudd, who both began supplying the Royal 
Households during the reign of George III. 

Others are London institutions, such as Lock &  
Co Hatters in St James’ Street or the fragrance house 
Floris. Recent recipients include pet food manufacturer 
Lily’s Kitchen – suppliers to Prince Charles’s dogs Beth 
and Bluebell – and Hand & Lock, embroiderers of the 
elaborate uniforms of Her Majesty’s Body Guard of the 
Honourable Corps of Gentlemen at Arms.

The majority of warrant holders are small- to medium-
sized businesses, and many are family-run or owner-
managed, whose relationship with the Royal Households 
often starts through word-of-mouth recommendations. 
Whatever their background, they are obliged to operate 
according to the Lord Chamberlain’s Rules and maintain 
absolute discretion about their royal customers. Warrants 
are reviewed by the Lord Chamberlain’s Of�ce a year 
before they are due to expire.

The rules also stipulate how and where the grantee 
can display the crest, to stop companies drawing undue 
attention to the warrant. The warrant denotes reliable, 
consistent service and quality of products. It does not 
necessarily mean that the �rm is the best in its �eld; it 
just indicates that it is one the Royal Family prefers to 
use. Warrant holders provide a cross-section of services 
and goods that any modern family would need, as well 
as a modern business. 

But while the 800-strong band of warrant holders 
includes the plumbers, TV engineers and building 
contractors that visit every home across the country,  
no ordinary family needs a stonemason or a racing 
photographer on a regular basis. From ceremonial robe 
makers to waste disposal contractors, from livestock 
transporters to �ne art dealers, from luxury car 
manufacturers to panel beaters, the Royal  
Households use them all.

“The Royal Family are looking for products that are 
well-priced, superbly made and to the standards they 
require,” says Andrew Ormrod, managing director of 
Flying Colours Flagmakers, which manufactured the 

“You make every e�ort for the 
Queen as it’s a big honour. It’s  
an accolade you never dream of 
getting when you start out as a 
Saturday girl in a �orist’s shop.”
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Clockwise from top left: 
The Goring is the only 

hotel to have been 
granted a Royal Warrant;  

Mike Rowland & Son 
Wheelwrights and 

Coachbuilders hold a 
Royal Warrant; Cleave’s 

goldsmiths, designers and 
enamellers create State 

regalia and undertake 
many royal commissions;  

the Royal Standard at 
Windsor was made by 

Flying Colours Flagmakers
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UK’s largest Union Flag. Measuring 38’ x 19’, 
it � ies from Windsor Castle. “They need a whole 
arsenal of � ags for their properties and cars, but 
we also repair and mend � ags for them – they do 
not waste money, they are extremely careful. 
It’s a joy to make them for the Royal Family. 
It gives the workforce massive satisfaction.”

“We’re immensely proud to be warrant holders,” says 
Greg Rowland, Master Wheelwright. He makes about 
300 wheels a year for carriages, carts, drays and cannon 
with his father Mike, also a Master Wheelwright and 
coachbuilder. They are the only father and son Masters 
in the world. “If something from the Palace comes in, 
our other customers know they’ll have to take second 
place! It can lead people to think you’re expensive, but 
that’s not the case. What it does is signify that you have 
a proper grasp of your trade, and that everything that 
comes out of your workshop has to be of a certain 
standard. The Queen relies on the warrant holders 
to preserve traditional standards.”

Christine Palmer, director of Carvers and Gilders, 
has had a similar experience as a warrant holder. Her 
company specialises in the conservation and restoration 
of carved, gilded furniture and mirrors, but also takes 
on new commissions. Christine has worked on a variety 
of pieces for the Royal Family. “It’s very nice for small, 
specialist businesses to be recognised and valued for 

their expertise and dedication. We take training 
very seriously to ensure that our skills are not lost 
and that we continue to cover a wide range in-house.”

Cornelia James have been making gloves in Sussex 
since the 1950s and have been Royal Warrant holders 
since 1978. “It’s hugely important to us,” says 
Genevieve James, daughter of the late Cornelia. 
“It’s great for morale. We’re a small team and 
everybody who works here feels that it’s really 
special.” The Royal Warrant is universally recognised 
as a mark of excellence and integrity. “Every glove 
that we make has to measure up to that standard.” 

For Kevin Giddings, chimney sweep, receiving the 
warrant has marked the pinnacle of his career. He has 
built up his business to include a team of 20 sweeps 
that now service all the palaces in central London. 
“I saw Mary Poppins once too often when I was a boy. 
A lot of family-run businesses help the Royal Family 
run their life and I feel very privileged when I go to 
Buckingham Palace.” Receiving the warrant has 
opened up a completely new world for him. “I love 
being a grantee, and especially some of the privileges 
that can go with it. As president of the local Windsor 
association, I went to the Knights of the Garter service 
at St George’s Chapel – one and half hours of pomp 
and ceremony. One of the most wonderful things 
was going to a garden party at Buckingham Palace. 
One couldn’t have a better accolade.”

For more on the 
British Royal 

Family, see 
www.britain-

magazine.com

PH
O

TO
S:

 ©
 D

A
V

ID
 C

O
T

SW
O

RT
H

V
IS

IT
 E

N
G

LA
N

D
/D

O
U

G
 H

A
RD

IN
G

055-061_Royal appointment 2.indd   61 03/08/2020   09:00

http://www.britain-magazine.com
http://www.britain-magazine.com


January

BEAUTIFUL BRITAIN 
Calendar 2021 order form

Enjoy picturesque views of Britain’s landscapes and 
landmarks for the next 12 months with this luxury 2021 
wall calendar, brought to you by the award-winning 
BRITAIN magazine team. The perfect gift for family and 
friends – or even yourself.

The more you order, the more you save!

Each calendar comes with a 
cardboard envelope

BRITAIN Calendar 2021
Price per calendar

1 calendar US$16.95 / £11.95

2 calendars $15.95 / £10.95 each

3 calendars $14.95 / £9.95 each

  Ample space for notes and reminders
 US & UK public holidays
  2022 forward planner
  Great gift idea – delivered direct to you or your recipient

The easiest way to order is online:
www.thebritainshop.com/BRIP11WW

Want to order more than 2 gift calendars?
Simply photocopy this form and attach it to the order.

Order code: BRIP11WW

I would like to receive discounts and other opportunities from The Chelsea Magazine Company Ltd  by 

email  by post  by phone  by SMS. *Prices include P&P to the US. Please add $4 for delivery to Canada.         

For any order queries please email info@chelseamagazines.com. If ordering as a Christmas gift, we recommend 

that you order by 10 December 2020. Last order date 31  December 2020. 

IN THE US/CANADA: 
BEAUTIFUL BRITAIN Calendar
PO Box 3932, Danbury, CT 06813-3932

IN THE UK/ROW: 
BEAUTIFUL BRITAIN Calendar
The Chelsea Magazine Company Ltd. 
2 Jubilee Place, London SW3 3TQ

STEP 1 YOUR DETAILS (Please complete in BLOCK CAPITALS)

GIFT RECIPIENT 1

GIFT RECIPIENT 2

STEP 2 YOUR ORDER

STEP 3 ORDER SUMMARY AND PAYMENT

TOTAL 
COST OF 
ORDER

March

February

Mr / Mrs / Miss / Ms

Address

 City

State / Prov / County ZIP / Postal code

Email Tel

Mr / Mrs / Miss / Ms

Address

 City

State / Prov / County ZIP / Postal code

Mr / Mrs / Miss / Ms

Address

 City

State / Prov / County ZIP / Postal code

Please send      (write quantity) calendar(s) to me, at my address

    I enclose a cheque made payable to Britain Calendar. For UK/ROW, please make 
cheques payable to The Chelsea Magazine Company Ltd.

Please send      (write quantity) calendar(s) direct to my friends/relatives

PERSONAL ORDER

GIFT ORDER

PAY BY CHEQUE

ORDER SUMMARY

Total number of BEAUTIFUL BRITAIN calendars ordered 

Total cost of calendars ordered 

Total of additional postage costs 

FREE delivery to the US; add $4 per calendar for delivery to Canada
$/£  .

$/£ .

$/£ .
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A Special O� er from BRITAIN magazine 
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EASY WAYS TO ORDER
www.thebritainshop.com/BRIP11WW or complete & post the form

AugustAugustAugustFebruary

July
September

Enjoy Britain every day with the
BEAUTIFUL BRITAIN

CALENDAR 2021
$16.95/

£11.95
per calendar

with FREE delivery*
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most public, and here you’ll 
� nd St George’s Chapel – where 
Prince Harry and Meghan Markle 
married in 2018 – the residences 
of the Military Knights of 
Windsor and the Guard’s parade 
ground. The Round Tower and 
moat (now an ornamental garden) 
are the focus of the Middle 
Ward, while the splendid State 
Apartments, which have been 
open to visitors since 1848, 
are in the Upper Ward. 

But there’s so much more 
to Windsor than just the castle. 
A stone’s throw from the gates is 
the web of cobbled streets known 
locally as Guildhall Island. Many 
of the delightful old buildings that 
line these alleys date from the 17th 
century, and some are believed 
to have once been linked to the 

castle by a series of underground tunnels. 
Legend has it that Shakespeare wrote 

The Merry Wives of Windsor in one of the 
buildings, while another is said to have been 
home to Nell Gwynne, Charles II’s favourite 
mistress. And at just 51 feet and 10 inches 
long, Queen Charlotte Street (named after 
the wife of George III) is the shortest in 
Britain. On one corner stands the intriguing 
Crooked House, which, as its name 

There’s something 
wonderful about Windsor. 
It’s a town that’s crowned 

by a castle; a place where pomp 
and ceremony are par for the 
course. It’s the jewel in Berkshire’s 
crown, from the swathe of the 
Great Park to the south to the 
sweep of the River Thames to 
the north, and the mix of history, 
culture and heritage in between.

From its position at the top of 
the hill, Windsor Castle watches 
over the town: the oldest royal 
residence in continuous use, 
and also the largest inhabited 
castle in the world.

There’s been a castle on this site 
for over 900 years, and incredibly 
its footprint hasn’t changed since 
it was founded by William the 
Conqueror in the 11th century. 
It was built as part of a chain of Norman 
forti� cations around London, its position 
in the Thames valley chosen to secure the 
western approach to the capital, but thanks 
to its proximity to a royal hunting forest, 
it quickly became a royal residence. 

It’s been home to 39 monarchs – it’s 
the Queen’s favourite of her three of� cial 
residences – and is divided into three main 
areas. The steeply sloping Lower Ward is the 

WINDSOR

With its historic castle and 
scenic rural surrounds, 

Windsor wears its royal 
seal of approval well

WORDS PHILIPPA HOWARD

W INDSOR

This image: Windsor Castle 
watches over the town 
Above: The Thames with 
Windsor Castle beyond
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suggests, leans at a rather surprising angle. 
Next door, and not to be missed, is 

the Guildhall. Completed in 1690 by Sir 
Christopher Wren, it has an open ground 
� oor (once the site of a corn market) with 
a series of rooms above that are supported 
on columns and arches of Portland stone. 
Look closely, however, and you’ll see 
that the four central columns are purely 
decorative. Today, the building is a 
popular wedding venue; it hosted another 
royal wedding, that of Prince Charles and 
Camilla, Duchess of Cornwall in 2005. 

This area is a perfect vantage point for 
watching the Queen’s Guards as they march 
up the High Street, past the Queen Victoria 
statue, to the castle where the changing 
ceremony takes place at 11am (generally 
daily except Sundays). Wearing full uniform 

and often accompanied by 
a band, the Guards are a 
proud reminder of the 
town’s royal connections.

Across the river, a short 
stroll over Windsor Bridge, 
Eton awaits. 

As Windsor is de� ned by its Castle, so 
Eton is synonymous with its famous college, 
and its much-photographed buildings and 
uniform of black tailcoat and pinstripe 
trousers cause quite a stir among visitors. 

Founded in 1440 by Henry VI, the college 
has been educating boys for nearly six 
centuries, including many British Prime 
Ministers (including the current incumbent, 
Boris Johnson), and today it’s one of the 
most exclusive schools in the world. 

Windsor’s location on one of the prettiest 
stretches of the Thames, with boats chugging 
past and swans gliding serenely, makes the 
Thames Path a pleasant spot for a walk, or 
you could enjoy a leisurely boat trip upstream. 

To really stretch your legs, head to 
Windsor Great Park, an area of over 4,800 
acres that’s accessible from the town centre. 
Today it’s a wildlife and conservation area 
but it was once a hunting forest popular 
with the Saxon kings. Walk the Long Walk, 
a three-mile, elm-lined avenue that links 
Windsor Castle with Snow Hill – keeping 
an eye out for the resident deer – or visit 
the pretty Savill Garden with its year-round 
� ower displays. 

TRAVEL ESSENTIALS
GETTING THERE AND AROUND

Windsor is just 12 miles from Heathrow Airport; 
First Bus runs services from the airport every 30min. 
Trains run from London Paddington to Windsor & Eton 
Riverside station (1hr). Evan Evans offer guided coach 
tours from London. The best walking tours are with Blue 
Badge Guides. www.firstgroup.com; www.thetrainline.
com; www.evanevanstours.com; britainsbestguides.org 

EAT, DRINK, SLEEP 

The Sir Christopher Wren, with views of the spires 
of Eton, and the Castle Hotel, set in a 16th-century wood-
panelled building, ooze historic charm. Bel & the Dragon 
is a renowned restaurant that has been serving food 
since the 11th century; these days, it offers impeccable 
afternoon teas with a castle view. For sustenance after 
a visit to the Great Park, try the 18th-century pub 
The Two Brewers just outside the park gates. As well 
as tasty food, it’s a good bet for a cosy fireside pint.
sirchristopherwren.co.uk; castlehotelwindsor.com; 
belandthedragon.co.uk; twobrewerswindsor.co.uk

FURTHER INFORMATION

www.windsor.gov.uk

For more things 
to see and do in 

Berkshire, see 
www.britain-

magazine.com

Top to bottom: 
Windsor Guildhall; 
nearby Eton is 
renowned for 
its college; the 
Changing of 
the Guard at 
Windsor Castle
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 Land’s End might sound de�nitive, but the  
last piece of England before America is really 
28 miles beyond Cornwall’s western tip. The 
Isles of Scilly, an enchanting archipelago of 

rocky islands (of which �ve are inhabited) are a tempting 
vision from the mainland: “an eternal stone armada of 
over a hundred ships, aloo�y anchored off England”,  
as author John Fowles put it. “Mute, enticing, forever 
just out of reach.” 

Reaching the Scillies is not so hard these days.  
Apart from regular ferries, 16-seater twin-engine planes 
make the journey an adventure in itself. As the mainland 
recedes, the Scillies shimmer into view like an exotic  
atoll: a constellation of islets set in deep azure sea, whose 
turquoise shallows are lined by white arcs of sand. For 
even greater thrills, this spring a new scheduled helicopter 
service launches, �ying from Penzance direct to Tresco in 
just 15 minutes. 
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Tresco was once a treeless and windswept island, the haunt  
of smugglers. Dramatically transformed by one man’s vision,  

it is now one of Britain’s most beautiful spots    
WORDS NATASHA FOGES

The  
EMPEROR’S ISLE

068-074 Tresco new cw.indd   68 03/08/2020   08:21



BRITAIN   69

ISLES OF SCILLY

www.britain-magazine.com

Clockwise from left: Wildlife 
such as red squirrels are a 
huge draw to the area;  Loch 
Garten; Aviemore is home to 
reindeer; Loch an Eilein castle

Clockwise from top left:  
Tresco Abbey Garden 

benefits from the 
island's clement climate; 

Cromwell's Castle; 
figureheads in the 
Valhalla Museum; 

Tresco seafood dinners

068-074 Tresco new cw.indd   69 04/08/2020   08:33

http://www.britain-magazine.com


70   BRITAIN www.britain-magazine.com

ISLES OF SCILLY

068-074 Tresco new cw.indd   70 03/08/2020   08:21

http://www.britain-magazine.com


BRITAIN   71

ISLES OF SCILLY

www.britain-magazine.com

buffer from Atlantic gales, this subtropical idyll is quite 
unlike anything you will have seen before. Some 20,000 
exotic species from as far a�eld as Brazil, South Africa and 
New Zealand thrive here, many of them collected by the 
islanders Smith had educated to become ship’s of�cers. 
Winding terraced paths dwarfed by mighty palms, giant 
eucalyptus and cypresses swathed in Spanish moss 
transport you from the Mediterranean to the tropics. 
Everywhere is an exuberance of colour: crimson 
Queensland lilies on stems �ve metres tall, the  
orange-and-purple-plumed Bird of Paradise plant, 
coral-pink protea and abundant blue agapanthus. 

The extravagant �oral display – “Kew with the  
roof off”, as it’s sometimes described – is dotted with 
sculptures. The weathered granite Neptune Steps, for 
example, lead up to a sculpture of the Roman sea god  
– a salvaged �gurehead from a steam ship wrecked nearby; 
climb to the top of the steps and you’re rewarded with a 
view of David Wynne’s joyful Tresco Children, perfectly 
framed between living walls of green. As you gaze at this 
view, the fact that the land was completely barren when 
Smith �rst arrived is hard to fathom.

Don’t miss the open-air Valhalla Museum, tucked into  
a corner of the gardens. It holds some 30 �gureheads from 
shipwrecks that washed up on the isles – there are thought 
to have been more wrecks here than in any other island 
group in the world, so treacherous are the Scillies’ rocky 
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The Scilly Isles are owned by the Duchy of Cornwall 
(Prince Charles’ estate), and the Duchy has complete 
control over all of the islands except one. Tresco has been 
leased by a single family, the Dorrien-Smiths, since 1834 
when their ancestor, wealthy banker Augustus Smith, �rst 
dropped anchor here and set himself up as Lord Proprietor 
of the islands. 

Before Smith’s arrival, islanders had scraped out a 
meagre living burning seaweed into kelp for glassmaking, 
�shing and smuggling – and plundering the many ships 
wrecked on the jagged coastline. Smith reinvigorated  
the farming industry, improved infrastructure and built 
schools on all the main islands, making education 
compulsory 30 years before the rest of Britain. Such was 
his in�uence that he became known as ‘the Emperor of 
Scilly’. But his greatest legacy is undoubtedly the Tresco 
Abbey Garden.

To make the most of the island’s warm and sunny 
climate – its proximity to the temperate Gulf Stream 
means that summer lingers long and winter hardly exists 
– Smith decided to create a garden where exotic species 
would bloom in abundance, carving it out from moorland 
around the atmospheric remains of a Benedictine priory. 
Today, his creation is one of the most beautiful gardens  
in the country, if not the world. 

Reached along a woodland road lined with towering 
Monterey pines and cypresses, planted as a salt-tolerant 

Left, top to bottom: 
Looking towards 
Old Grimsby 
harbour with St 
Nicholas church in 
the foreground; 
Tresco island bursts 
with colour during 
its long summer
Below: Middle 
Terrace, the most 
sheltered part  
of  Tresco Abbey 
Garden

068-074 Tresco new cw.indd   71 03/08/2020   08:22

http://www.britain-magazine.com


72   BRITAIN www.britain-magazine.com

ISLES OF SCILLY

PH
O

TO
S:

 ©
 P

A
RK

ER
PH

O
TO

G
R

A
PH

Y/
A

LA
M

Y

shores. An old prayer of Scilly goes: “We pray Thee, Oh 
Lord, that if wrecks will happen, Thou wilt guide them 
into the Scilly Isles.”

Smith built himself a house within the walls of the 
ruined priory, and his descendants Robert and Lucy 
Dorrien-Smith still live there, continuing to nurture the 
gardens as previous generations have done. The family’s 
control over the island has ensured that it has remained 
timeless, unspoilt; Tresco’s old-fashioned appeal is what 
draws people back year after year. No cars are allowed  
on the island, and golden pheasant, quail and partridge 
wander the island’s roads undisturbed. Its size – just 
two-and-a-half miles by one – means you can explore 
every corner by bike and on foot. 

The main settlements are New Grimsby and Old 
Grimsby. The former, the unof�cial village ‘capital’, has a 
shop for provisions and a pub. A friendly, community feel 
prevails, and, slowing to Tresco’s calmer pace of life, you 
soon �nd yourself greeting neighbours and enjoying the 
small pleasures of a stay on Tresco: a bike ride around the 
island, a pint at the cosy New Inn, or a picnic – the island 
has some outstanding beaches, their sugar-white sands 
scattered with cowrie shells. Pentle Bay and Appletree  
Bay are regularly voted among the best beaches in Britain.

You might even be lucky enough to catch a gig race,  
a pursuit dear to any Scillonian’s heart. These brightly 

painted elm-wood rowing boats were historically used to 
lead ships through the treacherously rocky obstacle course 
that separated them from the safety of shore; and when 
ships didn’t make it, the gigs raced to pull survivors from 
the churning waters. These days, the racing is purely for 
sport. Every week, crews from across the islands compete 
– spectator boats allow you to watch the action up close  
– before the traditional post-race pint in the pub.     

For such a small area, Tresco’s landscape is dramatically 
varied. The subtropical succulents of the Abbey Garden 
give way to wild�ower-lined lanes and rolling English 
countryside further north. Beyond, the island’s rugged, 
heathery northern end is reminiscent of a Scottish isle. 
Here the ruin of King Charles’s Castle, a fort built in 
around 1550 to guard against a French invasion, 
commands from a high perch; its replacement further 
down the hillside, a 50ft tower named Cromwell’s Castle, 
was built 200 years later. Climb the tower’s spiral stairs 

Below: Great Par 
Beach on tiny  
Bryher island

Boats deposit you on Bryher’s     
fine-sand beach, from which you 

can stroll to the Hell Bay Hotel and 
lunch on fresh crab or lobster
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�e most atmospheric sculpture park in Britain. 
More than 300 internationally renowned artists exhibiting sculptures for 

sale within ten acres of arboretum & wildlife inhabited water gardens.

Miscellanea 
Crossways, Churt, Surrey 
GU10 2JA               
01428 714 014 

 

www.miscellanea.co.uk
www.thesculpturepark.com

Curator: 07831 500 506

�e Sculpture Park   
Jumps Road, Churt, Surrey

            GU10 2LH 
01428 605 453     

Superb bespoke interiors, bathrooms, Kitchens & Bedrooms
A unique one-stop shopping experience for all your interior & exterior 

design & decoration requirements.

One destination
Two extraordinary venues 
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THE PLANNER

GETTING THERE

Great Western Railway runs direct trains from London  
Paddington to the South West, including a sleeper service. Isles of  
Scilly Travel run flights from Newquay, Land’s End and Exeter (the  
latter March to Oct only) to St Mary’s, the main island. The same com-
pany runs the Scillonian passenger ferry from Penzance to St Mary’s 
(March to Nov; 2hr 45min). Tresco Boat Services run from St Mary’s 
to Tresco and Bryher at least once a day. Penzance Helicopters fly from 
Penzance to Tresco (15min). www.gwr.com; www.islesofscilly-travel.
co.uk; www.penzancehelicopters.co.uk 

WHERE TO STAY 

A range of options, from rooms in the pub to luxuriously  
furnished traditional cottages, are available to rent throughout Tresco. 
On Bryher, the Hell Bay Hotel is a stylish beachside getaway with 
colourful art by some of Cornwall’s leading artists on the walls. On St 
Mary’s, four properties let out by the Duchy of Cornwall include the 
cosily appointed Tamarisk House, Prince Charles’s own Scillies base. 
On St Martin's, Karma St Martin's is a luxurious beachside retreat. 
www.tresco.co.uk; www.hellbay.co.uk; www.duchyofcornwallholiday-
cottages.co.uk; karmagroup.com

WHERE TO EAT

The Hell Bay Hotel's restaurant is the top choice, with seasonal 
ingredients including prime Tresco beef and Bryher crab and lobster. 
On Tresco, the New Inn has a menu of pub classics, and the Ruin Beach 
Café offers pizzas cooked in a wood-fired oven. www.tresco.co.uk

FURTHER INFORMATION

www.visitislesofscilly.com
i

for stirring views of the island of Bryher, across a narrow 
strait to the west.

Tiny Bryher (population: 80) is well worth a visit in  
its own right. Boats deposit you on its �ne-sand beach, 
from which you can stroll to the Hell Bay Hotel, owned 
by the Tresco Estate, and lunch on fresh crab or lobster. 
Though Hell Bay might seem a strange moniker for such 
an idyllic place, a bracing walk along the wild west coast 
offers a clue to its origins: lashed by Atlantic rollers,  
it was once the site of many shipwrecks. The island’s 
gentler eastern side with its dune-backed beaches makes 
a soothing contrast. 

In between, sleepy lanes lead up and down – Bryher 
means ‘land of the hills’ – past honesty stalls selling local 
produce, from daffodils (an industry that long sustained 
the Scillies) to homemade fudge. Even the place names here 
– Droppy Nose Point, Shipman Head, Popplestones –  
are charmingly rural. 

It’s easy enough to explore the other inhabited Scilly 
Isles too: St Agnes, a wild, secluded little isle with stunning 
coves; St Mary’s, the island hub, with a quaint town and 
winding country lanes reminiscent of Cornwall; and 
laid-back St Martin’s, with its �ower �elds and gorse-
covered moorland. 

Sooner or later though, it’ll be time to board your �ight 
back to the mainland. As the plane soars, crane your neck 
for a �nal peek at the islands scattered like emeralds in the 
Atlantic. As Scillonian legend has it, these craggy rocks are 
all that remain of the sunken kingdom of Lyonesse, the 
�nal resting-place of King Arthur. Fishermen’s tales 
maybe, but there’s no denying it: there’s something  
magical about the Scillies. 

 For more on Britain's islands, see www.britain-magazine.com

Below: The Shell 
Grotto in Tresco 
Abbey Garden
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Enjoy year-round breaks in Torquay  
at the TLH Toorak Hotel

•	 Situated	on	the	beautiful	English	
	 Riviera,	only	a	few	minutes	from	 
	 the	sea	front	and	harbourside
•	 Stylish	restaurant	serving	
 local produce
•	 Lovely	gardens
•	 	Access to the unrivalled leisure  

facilities	of	TLH	Leisure	Resort

Call today on 01803 400500
TLH	Toorak	Hotel,	Chestnut	Ave,	Torquay	TQ2	5JS
www.tlh.co.uk/toorak  

Torquay

Main picture is a view from one of the front facing  
bedrooms at our TLH Toorak Hotel

A country house 
             by the sea...

We’re social, join us on

#TLHhotels
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   Wandering Aengus 

The Lake District Naaonal Park 

Walking Holidays

Ullswater @ Andrew Locking

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK - 9.30AM TO 5PM 
CLOSED MONDAYS EXCEPT BANK HOLIDAYS | LAST EXHIBITION ENTRY 4PM

01522 514755   |   INFO@INTERNATIONALBCC.CO.UK
INTERNATIONAL BOMBER COMMAND CENTRE, CANWICK HILL, LINCOLN, LN4 2HQ

THE IBCC PROVIDES A WORLD-CLASS 
FACILITY ACKNOWLEDGING THE EFFORTS, 
SACRIFICES AND COMMITMENT OF THE 
MEN AND WOMEN, FROM 62 DIFFERENT 
NATIONS, WHO CAME TOGETHER IN 
BOMBER COMMAND DURING WWII.

ACCESS TO THE PEACE GARDENS AND MEMORIAL IS 
FREE OF CHARGE FOR EXHIBITION ADMISSION CHARGES 
AND EVENTS VISIT WWW.INTERNATIONALBCC.CO.UK

THE BOMBER COMMAND STORY
The three exhibition galleries tell the story 
of Bomber Command using immersive and 
interactive displays and exhibits.

THE MEMORIAL SPIRE & WALLS
At the heart of the IBCC are the Memorial 
Spire and Walls and Names. Surrounded by 
spectacular views across the City.

SHOP & HUB CAFÉ
Find a wide range of gifts and merchandise. 
Then take a break with locally sourced 
tempting treats and wholesome options.

THE PEACE GARDENS
Set across 10 acres of landscaped grounds. 
Offering quiet, contemplative spaces.

EVENTS
Find out more about our wide varitey of events 
at internationalbcc.co.uk/events

EDUCATION
We offer a range of hands on curriculum linked 
workshops for pupils aged KS1 upwards

THE DIGITAL ARCHIVE
A fascinating insight into the people involved. 
Bring the story of Bomber Command to life. 

Spectacularly located in West Wales’ beautiful Tywi Valley

Named one of the top 10 formal gardens 
in the UK by the RHS

Aberglasney Gardens, Llangathen, Carmarthenshire. SA32 8QH
01558 668998   info@aberglasney.org 

www.aberglasney.org
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With impressive historic and cultural credentials, this medieval beauty is perfect for a city break 
WORDS MONICA WOODS

W hile Lincoln rises from the 
surrounding fens like a beacon, 
it can sometimes seem that its 

beam is eclipsed by nearby Cambridgeshire, 
Norfolk and Suffolk. Nestled in the East 
Midlands, Lincolnshire is one of the UK’s  
largest counties, but with great swathes  
sparsely populated, it’s a calm corner of  
Britain to discover at a leisurely pace.

In such a decidedly flat landscape, it’s little 
wonder that the precipitous hill where Lincoln 
Cathedral now stands was identified as prime 
ground for settlement. First came the Celts, 
then, in 47 AD, the Romans, and William the 
Conqueror followed, overseeing the 
construction of the vast cathedral and castle. 

The cobbled medieval centre of the 21st-
century city harbours the cathedral, castle and 

picturesque ‘village’ of Bailgate, all encircled by 
city gates. Uphill Lincoln, as it’s known, is linked to 
Downhill (the new town) by colourful Steep Hill. 

Many of the establishments here have tales to 
tell. Jew’s Court, for instance, currently home to a 
historical bookshop, is thought to be the site of a 
medieval synagogue – there were thriving Jewish 
communities here in the 12th and 13th centuries. 

Another tale long associated with the city is 
that of the Lincoln Imp, sent by Satan to wreak 
havoc on Earth. Eagle-eyed visitors will spot this 
legendary fellow atop a column inside the 
cathedral, where he was apparently turned to 
stone by one of the residents of the Angel Choir. 
But you won’t have to look too hard as you 
wander around Lincoln to find the naughty imp 
adorning decorative door knockers and all 
manner of gifts and souvenirs.

LINCOLN
TOP 10
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2 Elizabeth Gaskell’s House  This �ne Grade II-listed 
Regency villa was Elizabeth Gaskell’s home from 
1850 until her death in 1865. The author of North 

and South, Mary Barton and Cranford chronicled 
the changing face of Manchester in her novels and 
short stories and fought against social inequality, as 
documented and celebrated in this engaging museum. 
www.elizabethgaskellhouse.co.uk

1 Steep Hill Topped by the 
cathedral, Steep Hill is Lincoln’s 
most famous street, and one of 

Britain’s best. Its clusters of Tudor 
and Georgian buildings are packed 
with independent shops, selling 
everything from books and vintage 
clothes to local cheeses and sweet 
treats, and there’s no shortage of 
tea rooms or watering holes, either. 

3 Newport Arch There may be only a few surviving traces of 
Lincoln’s Roman past, but in its heyday ‘Lindum Colonia’ 
was one of Roman Britain’s four regional capitals. Parts 

of the Roman forti�cations remain, including the 2nd-century 
Newport Arch on Bailgate, the oldest arch in the country that 
still sees traf�c passing through it.  
www.visitlincoln.com

2 Lincoln Cathedral There’s no mistaking the magni�cent three-
towered Lincoln Cathedral. For over 200 years it enjoyed the 
status of the world’s tallest building, a commanding landmark 

in this famously �at landscape. Today the cathedral is the country’s 
third-largest and boasts a pair of breathtaking rose windows, as well 
as a tiny, mischievous carved stone �gure to seek out: the Lincoln Imp. 
www.lincolncathedral.com
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6 High Bridge Not quite as aged as the Newport  
Arch, but with a similar claim to fame, Lincoln’s 
High Bridge is the oldest bridge in the country  

with buildings on it. The bridge dates back to 1160  
and the attractive black and white timbered shops  
upon it to around 1550 – a good few centuries earlier  
than the comparable Pulteney Bridge in Bath.

4 Lincoln Castle The short, level and rather inaccurately 
named Castle Hill leads from the cathedral to Lincoln 
Castle, another project of the triumphant William the 

Conqueror. Erected in 1068 and restored in 2015, the motte 
and bailey castle houses one of only four copies of the 1215 
Magna Carta. A walk along its medieval walls reveals the 
castle’s size and strength, not to mention stunning views. 
www.lincolncastle.com 

5 Lincoln Medieval Bishops’ Palace The ruins 
of the 12th-century Bishops’ Palace share 
the same impressive vistas as Lincoln 

Cathedral. And like the cathedral, this palace 
once enjoyed near-unrivalled signi�cance across 
the country, with the local bishops controlling 
the largest diocese in medieval England.      
www.english-heritage.org.uk

7 Lincoln Arboretum 
Victorian-era Lincoln 
Arboretum makes the 

perfect picnic spot. This 
beautifully landscaped park 
has mature beech and horse 
chestnut trees and an avenue 
of limes, plus fountains, lakes, 
a bandstand, maze and a café, 
making it perfect for some  
post-sightseeing relaxation. 
www.lincoln.gov.uk
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 THE PLANNER

GETTING THERE

London North Eastern and East 
Midlands Rail run services between London 
Kings Cross and Lincoln. The journey takes 
on average 2hr 30mins.                                        
www.thetrainline.com
 

WHERE TO STAY

A small and stylish B&B in a converted 
parish hall, The Rest is tucked halfway up 
Steep Hill, with ten elegant rooms and a 
café. www.theresthotellincoln.co.uk

WHERE TO EAT AND DRINK

Treat yourself to a top-notch lunch at 
The Bronze Pig, choosing from a regularly 
changing menu that’s packed with local and 
seasonal produce. The name is a nod to the 
1st-century bronze boar miniature on 
display at The Collection and to Lincoln’s 
reputation for high-quality pork (sausages 
especially). For a drink, try The Victoria in 
the cathedral quarter, a traditional pub 
whose sun-trap terrace has views of the 
castle walls. www.thebronzepig.co.uk;     
www.bateman.co.uk

8 International Bomber Command Centre  A couple of miles south 
of central Lincoln, the International Bomber Command 
Centre serves as a memorial to those who gave their lives 

supporting the RAF’s Bomber Command during the Second World 
War, and also includes a state-of-the-art museum. At 31m high, the 
Spire Memorial is the precise length of the wingspan of a Lancaster 
Bomber and offers sweeping views back towards the cathedral. 
www.internationalbcc.co.uk 

10 The Collection Get to  
grips with nearly half  
a million years of art  

and archaeology at this county 
museum, which encourages plenty  
of hands-on and interactive activities. 
The main archaeology galleries 
tell Lincolnshire’s story from the 
Stone Age through to medieval 
times, while the Usher Gallery 
features �ne and decorative arts 
as well as temporary exhibitions.                                    
www.thecollectionmuseum.com 

9 Brayford Waterfront  
Lincoln’s inland port, 
known as the ‘Pool’, is 

England’s oldest inland harbour 
and once played a role in the 
trade of agricultural machinery. 
Today, the warehouses 
have been transformed into 
hotels and restaurants and 
the regenerated Brayford 
Waterfront development is a 
popular hangout. You can learn 
more about Lincoln’s history 
on board the Brayford Belle.   
www.lincolnboattrips.co.uk 
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Few houses in Britain can claim such a special relationship 
with our friends across the pond as Kiplin Hall. Arriving at 
this red-brick Jacobean beauty, tucked away in one of North 

Yorkshire’s quietest corners, you’d be forgiven for wondering why 
– but all is revealed as you step across the threshold and discover 
the plaque commemorating George Calvert, builder of the house  
in the 1620s and founder of the US state of Maryland.  

400 years on, the bond between the east-coast state and  
the house that many Marylanders regard as its birthplace is  
as strong as ever – in fact, the descendents of the Calverts’  
�rst settlers are partly the reason that Kiplin survives today.   

Though it’s hard to believe looking at the warm, welcoming 
interiors, as recently as 1970 the house was virtually derelict.  
Kiplin had seen a succession of fascinating characters come and  
go over the previous three and a half centuries – from Charles II’s 
granddaughter in the early 1700s to a munitions unit of the RAF 
during the Second World War – and not all had treasured it.  

Having been rejected by the National Trust, that the house still 
stood was thanks to a twist of fate alone. In the late 1950s, the �nal 
family owner, and the house’s staunchest supporter, the marvellously 
eccentric Bridget Talbot, had �nally admitted defeat. On her way to 
arrange for its demolition, she herself was knocked down by a car.   

It was after her death that generous Maryland residents stepped 

in to fund the most urgent works, shoring up the hall for the future. 
The quarrying of gravel in the parkland then �nanced a much more 
ambitious restoration; beginning in the late 1990s, it has seen 
Kiplin step back in time to its late-19th-century heyday, when it was 
home to Bridget’s uncle, Admiral Carpenter, and his wife Beatrice.  

The Gothic-style library – which manages to be both impressive 
and cosy at the same time, with a spectacular stained-glass bay 
window – is a particular highlight, but the lack of ropes or barriers 
anywhere in the house makes for a satisfying tour all round. For  
a building so nearly threatened by the wrecking ball, it retains  
a surprising quantity of treasures bearing witness to its long and 
eventful history. Most of the objects on display belonged to one or 
another of its previous owners: the bright, light long gallery houses 
paintings and tapestries, coffers and chests owned by some of its 
earliest residents; while so accurately preserved are the kitchen and 
bathroom occupied by one of its last, an RAF of�cer, that he might 
just have stepped out on duty.   

The formal gardens are a treat, too, and before you go it’s worth 
a walk around the vast man-made lake, the result of the gravel 
excavations, which not only provided a vista for Kiplin to rival  
any engineered by Capability Brown, but also a poignant reminder 
of this house’s struggle for survival. 
www.kiplinhall.co.uk 

Kiplin Hall 
This Yorkshire manor with its link to the early American settlers  

has a remarkable survival story of its own    
WORDS FELICITY DAY

HIDDEN GEMS
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Explore in style, at your own pace, with your own travelling companions. 
Search our full range of European self-guided holidays online at:

LAKE DISTRICT  |  JURASSIC COAST  |  HADRIAN’S WALL  |  THE COTSWOLDS  |  SNOWDONIA  |  LOCH NESS  |  SCOTTISH HIGHLANDS

www.headwater.com  |  +44 (0)1606 361 403

DISCOVER 
the beauty of the

BRITISH ISLES
Self-guided walking and cycling 

holidays across the UK

SPECIALISTS IN SELF-GUIDED HOLIDAYS SINCE 1985
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